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Laundry Schedule

Thank you to those who        

volunteered to do laundry after 

Community Dinner. 

March

April

 

Book Club

Parents of young children are invited to participate in a 
book club hosted by Jess Dager. The group is planning 
on reading Parenting Forward by Cindy Wang Brandt 
and will meet for 5 weeks from October 6 
10th. Order the book on Amazon, put your children 

Latest Building Project Upgrade 

        On Friday, September 25, workers installed the last 
bits of equipment, we flipped the switch, and our much-
improved UniPlace internet  system came alive. Finally! 

          We have long struggled to make do with internet 
service     inadequate to meet our needs, a shortfall that 
has grown steadily with the expansion of the DREAAM 
program and online UniPlace offerings. Consulting with 
Tracy Dace we calculated our expected needs and con-
tacted internet service providers. In the end, we signed 
on with i3Broadband for fiber-optic service and with 
Consolidated Communications to handle interior wiring 
and equipment. Adding challenge and cost to the project 
were the thick, concrete walls throughout our building—
wonderful support for our structure but effective blocks 
for even strong wifi signals. 

          The new internet systems features six wifi “access 
points” in the building—in the church office, the parlor, 
Page Hall, Knight Hall, the first floor DREAAM office, 
and the upstairs double room that DREAAM uses as a 
classroom. (You’ll see the white, circular devices on 
ceiling beams.) Hard-wire lines with even faster service 
run to the desktop computers of Pastor Kris and office 
manager Kim. All wi-fi access points are available to 
any user. Separate passwords are in place for the 
UniPlace staff, for the DREAAM staff, and for guests. 

Back in Sanctuary in 

October! 

Bring your mask and wear it when 

in the building.  Sit with your own 

family/household members in a 

pew and space yourselves away 

from other families.  We can do 

this! 

          If you are in the building and need internet 
access, just ask for the Guest password. Our high
-speed service can handle everyone! Among the 
immediate benefits will be an ability to upload 
rapidly YouTube videos of worship services and 
other church programs. When community din-
ners return indoors, volunteers and visitors will 
all have good access. Strong wifi expands the 
ways we can           

  If you are in the building and need inter-
net access, just ask for the Guest password. Our 
high-speed service can handle everyone! Among 
the immediate benefits will be an ability to up-
load rapidly YouTube videos of worship services 
and other church programs. When community 
dinners return indoors, volunteers and visitors 
will all have good access. Strong wifi expands 
the ways we can help   community members in 
need. With a bit more wiring and another wifi 
access point we could, in the future, easily ex-
tend service to the sanctuary. 

          Half of the substantial upfront costs of this 
project are being covered by the DREAAM pro-
gram. The other half is made possible by the 
generosity and commitment of UniPlace mem-
bers and friends.  Thanks. 

          Eric Freyfogle 

Uniplace Community Service Student Organization (RSO) 

The social work students are planning a book drive catering to school 

aged children where the books showcase a more diverse character, 

author, story and languages. In coming weeks, you will see a wish 

list of titles and where to drop them off in C-U area. 

The RSO and student volunteers are back in the building helping 

with Community dinners program.  They are finding funding through 

grants at the university.  A “Voting 101” is planned for first Friday in 

October so students understand the process and how their vote can 

impact what is important in the C-U community where they serve.   

Jessi Delost (she/her), Campus Connector, Uniplace Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) 



University Place Christian Church 

403 S. Wright Street,  

Champaign, IL  61820-4503 
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217 352-5118     www.uniplace.org  

 

Musically Speaking    

I have two music stories to share. Both are WWII-related. They may 
put in perspective - in the right proportion - present apprehensions, 
moral dilemmas, or how we interpret incomparably less intense chal-
lenges of our own time. 

1. Alma Maria Rosé. 1906-1944. She was the daughter of the legend-
ary concertmaster ("first violin") of the Vienna Philharmonic Orches-
tra, Arnold Rosé. Born in 1863 in Romania, Iasi, he was the concert-
master of VPO for over fifty years, before he was chased away from 
Austria by the Nazis. Alma led the "women's orchestra" at Auschwitz. 
A cynical initiative of the Nazis, featuring Polish, Jewish, Greek, Ro-
manian, and other enslaved prisoners. It was meant to, among others, 
convince the occasional Red Cross visitor that things weren't as evil as 
they were.  

Alma and the women depending on her had to make "approved" music 
in the midst of darkness, in order to survive. In secret, when the mas-
ters weren't looking, the women of Auschwitz were also performing 
music which was forbidden in the Third Reich (classical music which 
suddenly became Politically Incorrect because of the racial-
ist obsessions of the time), perhaps as a weak yet nourishing symbol of 
defiance.    

Alma died in 1944, and her loving father Arnold, who found refuge in 
England, outlived her enough (he died in 1946, at 83)  to suffer to an 
extent we can barely imagine. This was neither fiction nor myth, but I 
imagine white-haired Arnold as a male Hecuba, wandering the ruins of 
Troy in a hopeless search of a destroyed past. To find more about 
the women musicians of Auschwitz, get a hold of Richard Newman & 
Karen Kirtley's Alma Rosé: Vienna to Auschwitz.  

2. April 20th 1945. British infantry, merely five days before, liberated 
Bergen-Belsen, one of the cruelest camps in an evil chain of de facto 
extermination camps. Hatikvah means "HOPE" in Hebrew. The tune 
of the song had a complicated (and not agreed upon) origin, a varied 
presence in many cultures, but its meaning, with that title and with that 
text, is clear enough - it is about HOPE and rebirth at the end of untold 
suffering.  

To hear a quite beautiful, lavish version, search on YouTube Hatikvah 
Barbra Streisand. However, I'd like to point out to you another, less 
"pleasing" rendition. A version where immense suffering, infinite hu-
mility, and feeble embers of faith kiss each other, in the miracle of sur-
vival. It is a priceless document. 

If you access The Messenger online, here is the link: 

https://is.gd/etXDyC  

If you read the printed Messenger, or if the link is hard to copy/paste, 
please search on YouTube Hatikva at Bergen-Belsen. These were 
grievously starving camp survivors saved by the British when they 
were ill, some still dying, some weighing barely 80 or 90 pounds, and 
too short of breath for talking, while thousands of their fellow prisoners 
laid unburied around the camp... Yet they sang. They would have un-
derstood our hymn How can I keep from singing [My love flows on 
in endless song] , at the highest level of comprehension. 

...Such real stories serve as a reminder that our own experiences - due 
to the virus scare, or to disagreements with our neighbor, or other un-
pleasantness - have to be seen in the grand quilt of history. They re-
mind us that hope survives, even during times of evil compared to 
which we live in Paradise, and that God is good, all the time. Keep 
singing.     

Samir 

Open Door Needs 

Please bring in cans of soup or canned meat this 

month or a cash donation!  Each contribution is 

needed and appreciated by the committee as well as 

our community. 

Community Dinner Connector 

Addition to Community Dinner  

The community dinner program has begun offering 
bags of food for guests who might need another    
dinner later on in the week. The bags are filled with 
several non-perishable items and a recipe card. If  
anyone has any good recipes that use mostly non-
perishable foods, please email jessdager@gmail.com! 

Book Club 

Parents of young children are invited to participate in 
a book club hosted by Jess Dager. The group is    
planning on reading Parenting Forward by Cindy 
Wang Brandt and will meet for 5 weeks from October 
6 - November 10th. Order the book on Amazon, put 
your children down for bed, and meet us on Zoom at 
8:30 pm for conversation and support. Feel free to 
extend this    invitation to friends! Email Jess Dager 
for a zoom meeting invitation 

Jess Dager  

jessdager@gmail.com 

608-692-5933 

 

Bible Verse for October 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all          

understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.  

   Philippians 4:7 NRSV 

https://is.gd/etXDyC
mailto:jessdager@gmail.com
mailto:jessdager@gmail.com


Boxes of Cereal, please 

Stay in touch and keep informed 

Go to the website each week to watch the service for the 
week.   https://www.uniplace.org to hear the latest from 
Pastor Kris.  And check out FB page https://
www.facebook.com/UniPlaceCU/ 

Be sure to read Wed. Reflections weekly, too! 

October Birthdays 

Celebrate with a loved Uniplace member by 

sending birthday greetings this month! 

Don’t have an address?  Contact Elizabeth 

Slifer or the office. 

13 Jane Hays, Jennifer Jimenez 

15 Barbara Harrell 

17 Dorie Trefzger 

18 Renee Potter 

19 Jared Busby, Marla Peavler 

20 Ann Smith 

22 Judy Juhala 

Elder’s Corner 

The Elders are continuing to meet and discuss concerns of 
the church and family during Zoom meetings once a month.  
Next Meeting is in October.  Jane will email us with date 
and time.  

Happy Anniversary this month! 

October 21 to Renee Potter Broyles and Rick Broyles 

NEW WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING JOIN US! 

 

Every Wednesday in person at Uniplace 11:00-11:45 am 
 

A short video of this Lectio Divina meditation time will be 

posted to the UniPlace Facebook page each week and sent 

through this Weekly Update each Wednesday. The videos 

will range from 4-8 minutes in length, and feature a reading 

aloud of a text for the coming Sunday's worship service. The 

text is read through twice, along with guidance for prayerful 

reflection on it.  

Laundry Schedule  

October-Slifer/Fechtmann Family 

You can volunteer by contacting Jessica Dager 

who is now in charge of the Community Food 

Program at University Place Christian Church. 

Immigrant Services  

Donation Drive  

A huge THANK YOU to those who donated 
items to Immigrant Services of Champaign 
Urbana. All items were donated to their free 
store, where immigrants and refugees who 
are setting up home in Champaign    Urbana 
can shop. Thank you for keeping these new 
families in your prayers as they are often re-
starting life from scratch. I hope we'll partner 
again with this    wonderful organization. If 
you'd like to know more about them, visit 
their website at https://www.isc-u.org/. 

Jess Dager 

Church Directory for 2021 

We will be focused on a new year and a new church      

directory soon.  Elizabeth will contact you about getting a 

picture and current info.  What would make the most sense 

in a directory? Picture-yes, address-yes, email contact    

info-yes, birthday/anniversary dates-yes but is there any-

thing else that you can think of to add to this informative 

booklet? Contact Elizabeth Slifer with suggestions or ideas 

to change this booklet. 

https://www.facebook.com/UniPlaceCU/
https://www.facebook.com/UniPlaceCU/
https://www.isc-u.org/
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9/27/2020 Worship 

on the front stoop! 


