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Laundry Schedule

Thank you to those who        

volunteered to do laundry after 

Community Dinner. 

March

April

 

Reflections of Light      

Dear friends, 

It is with joy that I celebrate with you that Illinois has met the standards to move into Phase 3. And it 
is with a sense of caution and care that I worry we will be so happy that we forget why we have 
done what we did in the last twelve weeks. Like you, I am eager to be together in "real time" and 
"face to face." Church leaders are working together to plan how we will eventually move to worship-
ing in the sanctuary again. And meanwhile, we are having some "social distancing" work opportuni-
ties at the church. 

 

In June, under Phase 3 guidelines, we can begin having groups of up to 10 people gather, as long 
as we wear masks and stay 6 feet apart. This is for the safety and health of everyone we love. I may 
be out in a public space in the next few weeks and unknowingly contract the virus. I may have zero 
symptoms. And I may unwittingly spread the virus I am carrying to someone else. That is why you 
will see me wearing a mask every time you come by the church. My mask is to protect YOU. I hope 
you will wear a mask to protect me and the many people I could potentially carry the virus to, una-
ware. We have done an outstanding job in Champaign-Urbana of keeping transmission of the virus 
down by working from home, not shopping and gathering publicly, etc. for these many weeks. Now 
we are going to be circulating again … and let's be clear, the virus is still out there. We have known, 
active cases as well as contacts those people have made with others who may not know they were 
even exposed. So we have to be safe. 

 

But getting back to getting together. We have been serving the neighborhood from our parking lot 
and front door, throughout the quarantine. And thanks to a grant from our general church National 
Benevolent Association, we have groceries to restock the Open Door Pantry shelves. We have a 
supply closet in need of loving attention for children's ministry and student ministry materials. We 
have a sanctuary in need of a good dust-off, glass polishing and cobweb sweep out.  On Thursday 
June 4 and Tuesday June 9 I am looking for 8 volunteers each day, to break into small teams 
(masks are required while you are in the building) to work on mini-assignments from 1-2:30 pm. If 
you have 90 minutes to share, please email me at revkrislight@yahoo.com and I will gladly put you 
to work for the glory of God (and the tidiness of UniPlace). 

 

Meanwhile, we will continue to take advantage of technology and conduct our June spiritual for-
mation groups online. Please see the details in this Messenger. Imagine the spiritual revival if every 
UniPlace member chooses an intentional path for spiritual enrichment this month! 

in the light of Christ,        Pastor Kris       

Worship at Your Place with UniPlace 

For at least the Sundays through June, we will continue to worship from home via our emailed     
Worship at Your Place with UniPlace Sunday morning mailings. If you are not receiving these or   
having trouble finding them, please contact Pastor Kris at revkrislight@yahoo.com for help.          
Let's stay together, even while we are apart! 



But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to ministry of the word.  Acts 6:4 

 

Musically Speaking    

In times of relative hardship, we remember the tutelary spirits who enriched and, through distinc-
tive memories, still enrich the church. (It helps, in the midst of noise, of passions, of petty parti 
pris.) Among them, we remember Bernard "Bernie" Archer. We miss him, as we miss his gentle, 
discreet, music-loving wife, Lula.  

A preacher, a mystic, an eloquent singer, a friend of the afflicted, of the prisoner, of the widow, a 
trumpet player (our versatile, talented Jim inherited Bernie's excellent instrument and makes good 
use of it), a literatus, a cinephile, a friend. 

He recommended us a quite special 1985 movie, The Trip to Bountiful. Based on an older script 
by Horton Foote (of To Kill a Mockingbird fame), it was first embodied by a legendary Lillian Gish, 
in 1953. One should not forget how Bernie spoke of The Trip to Bountiful. 

Few actresses could have stepped in the traces of Miss Gish (with her burden of a rather lengthy 
youth, 1893-1993). Geraldine Page could. She didn't act Carrie Watts, Geraldine Page had Carrie 
inhabit her. Carrie Watts, once known, can be neither ignored nor forgotten. She may be your 
aunt, grandmother, or my exceedingly kind neighbor, singing hymns incessantly, in incantation. 
Miss Watts's humble brilliance isn't financial, mediatic, scientific or political. She is just there, gen-
uine, sturdy with a faith, with an unyielding memory connected to times immemorial. Her story is 
simply that she wants to visit goodbye her now decaying native village. More complicated an en-
deavor than it sounds. A "will the lady make it home?" story sounds perhaps less exciting than the 
epic of the Spartans at Thermopylae, but it becomes something we can relate to.  

There is a home, there is a "trip to Bountiful" for us all, sooner or later in life. [One can get a com-
plimentary viewing of the whole movie by searching the trip to bountiful 1985 on YouTube.] 

...In General Lew Wallace's Ben Hur, Quintus Arrius (the Roman potentate who adopts in grati-
tude "Ben of the House of Hur" as his own son, after being saved by him in a battle with Macedo-
nian pirates) speaks thus: "It's a strange, stubborn faith you keep: to believe that existence 
has a purpose!" 

Perhaps you will "absorb" Geraldine Page as Carrie Watts, if you didn't already. An old tree, 
somewhat frail but pregnant with memories, she relies on roots -- and on that strange, stubborn 
faith in the purpose of existence -- to nourish her life force. She can make friends with a kind 
stranger on a Greyhound bus, or arise in a local sheriff feelings of protective hospitality, through 
chaste - yet never withered - charm alone. After hearing Carrie sing TO YOU Softly and tender-
ly or Blessed Assurance, these hymns won't sound the same. To Miss Watts, singing with mean-
ing is a highly personal affair, the most personal it could be. It is her form of heroism. This faith, 
this inner music helps her reach a blessed state of forgiveness, of accepting and loving a less 
than perfect family, a family with issues like all families, as an ultimate blessing.  

...While expressing above my thoughts, I am perhaps continuing a discussion I had long ago with 
Bernie Archer. He and his devoted wife reached his heavenly "Bountiful". Smiling upon us now, he 
understood all of that, and more, then. 

Samir 
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Condolences and Prayers 

Our hearts were saddened by the sudden passing of 

Melony G.Barrett in May.  Our love and prayers go 

out to Melony E. Barrett and Purdy Barrett, her 

daughter and son.  We will miss Melony’s beloved 

smile and infectious laugh at church! 

Open Door Needs 

Boxes of Cereal, please 

Please continue saving coffee containers so we 

can transport communion flowers each Sunday 

to someone special! Once we get back to      

worship together, we will need the containers! 

June Birthdays 

Celebrate with a loved Uniplace    

member by sending birthday greetings 

this month! Don’t have an address?  

Contact Elizabeth Slifer or the office. 

June 1 Bonnie Cook 

June 2 Corinne Huffer 

June 7 Delre Smith 

June 8 Becky Restad, 

 Beth Zeiders 

 Haven Dager 

June 11 Luz Marina Cole 

    Alice Vernon 

June 12 John Trefzger 

June 18 Kevin Price 

June 20 Laurie Dayton 

June 28 Molingo Bokamba 

               Emily (Otnes) Blue 

July 2 Diane Lenzi 

July 3 Tim Reardanz 

July 4 Kay Mahannah 

Our APO organization on Campus!  Hap-

py Graduation and more! 

This month many of our beloved student volunteers 

graduated! We wanted to say our thanks to them 

and congratulations! Our graduates include: Deepa 

Shankar, John Padanilam, Bing Liu, Geri Lyu, 

Saddie Ropp, Christina Su, Sakina Burhani, and 

Divya Badri. They’ve been such blessings in our 

lives, and we are so looking forward to seeing all the 

ways they continue serving the world!  

We have also been incredibly fortunate to have    

students who have sought out funding for the dinner 

ministry on their own, only to gift us with the news of 

the incoming donations! Bing, who volunteers with 

the fraternity APO, discussed the increasing cost of 

food recently and they decided to donate $1,000 to 

the dinner. Avery, who volunteers with the UniPlace 

Student Organization, applied for a scholarship 

through an organization she worked with in high 

school—and won. She also was able to donate 

$1,000 to the dinner ministry. 

 

Our students might be unable to work beside us in 

the ways they were able to previously, but it is clear 

that their hearts are still very close!   Love, Jessi  

Address change for following: 

Emily and Jeremy Tideman 

401 Banbury Lane 

Savoy, IL 61874 

 

Melony E Barrett 

1510 Delmont Court Apt 1 

Urbana, IL 61801 
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Scripture for June 

This June is a church-wide Summer Bible School! Each week we will have 3     
readings, and you are encouraged to get familiar with them in the week preceding 
each Sunday. Sermons will focus on the growth of the church, especially on Paul's 
evangelistic journey. 

 

June 7: Matthew 28:16-20; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Acts 18:1-7 

June 14: Matthew 9:35-38; Romans 5:1-8; Acts 22:1-29 

June 21: Matthew 10:24-31; Romans 6:1-11; Acts 26:19-32 

June 28: Matthew 10:40-42; Romans 6:12-23; Acts 27:1-12 


