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Laundry Schedule

Thank you to those who        

volunteered to do laundry after 

Community Dinner. 

March

April

 

Worship at Your Place with 
UniPlace 

For at least the Sundays through July, we 
will continue to worship from home via 
our emailed Worship at Your Place with 
UniPlace Sunday morning mailings. If 
you are not receiving these or having 
trouble finding them, please contact  Pas-
tor Kris at revkrislight@yahoo.com for 
help. Let's stay together, even while we 
are apart! 

No Community Dinner July 8-July 29 

Thanks to your amazing generosity we reached out 
to our community with nutritious, hot, to-go meals in 
the UniPlace parking lot March 15-July 1. At our 
peak we were serving 300 meals per week. We are 
now taking a “summer break” of four weeks to reset 
the program in a way we can sustain for the        
long-haul, as we seek additional funding for the    
increasing need. We are applying for grants as well 
as seeking individual gifts and planning fundraisers. 
If you would like to donate to our food ministry, des-
ignate your check “Community Dinner” and mail to 
the church office. Thank you! 

Church office is closed July 6 

for Staff to observe July 4   

Holiday. 

Also note that the Church  

Office is now closed each 

Friday. Hours are M-Th 9-3. 

Thirty Minutes in the Sun (or Shade) 

Kris and Ed invite UniPlace out to their homestead! On Sunday July 26. Worship will be live on the 
lawn at 9:30 am. If the idea of a country drive on a Sunday morning appeals to you, grab your lawn 
chairs or favorite blanket and head out to Gibson City. Pastor Kris will preach from the porch, and 
all households will be spaced 8 feet apart from each other (just because). Crackers and grapes will 
be provided for communion in individual packages, or you can bring your own elements. Mornings 
are beautiful at the “farm” and with proper distancing we can offer a “drive-in” (for those who are 
safest not leaving their cars) and “outdoor” worship option for a one-time special event this sum-
mer.  Watch upcoming weekly updates on Wednesdays to learn more. 

Open Door Needs 

Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Open door will be open July 7! 



 

Musically Speaking    

While we miss the choir - and I miss you singers, 
making music and just conversing with you - UPCC 
musicians continue contributing to services online the 
best we can. I'd like to express my thanks to Jessica, 
ShayLyssa, Eric, Sarah, Jim, Benjamin... who offered 
their talent and recorded various pieces which made 
and continue to make church music an uninterrupted 
part of our  Sunday nourishment. (Also thank you, 
Luke Branaman, for assisting us in various ways.)  

Lauren Falk, upon her long distance graduation, sent 
us a lovely letter, talking about her fond memories in 
church and about her regret that events did not allow 
us all to say goodbye in person, like we assumed.  

...According to a philosopher,"Music is the art that 
brings meaning to the word 'absolute'. It is an 
'absolute' experienced through the mediation of an 
immense illusion. It disappears as soon as silence 
reigns again. It is an ephemeral absolute, thus a par-
adox. To make this experience last, one has to renew 
it infinitely, because it is similar to the mystical experi-
ence - the trace of which, as soon as reality returns, 
disappears." [Emil Cioran] 

We live times marred not just by pesky little viruses, 
but by virulent intolerances, by tainted subjectivities, 
by narcissistic historicism. Substantial music remains 
an irreplaceable branch within a larger, vibrant while 
immutable, spiritual tree. The indomitable sequoia 
which absorbs the vagaries of history, without kow-
towing to the latest, to the trendiest.   

See you in church, virtually or otherwise. 

Samir 

Campus Connector 
Throughout the summer we have served 
over 3,000 meals to those in our commu-
nity facing hunger! It’s been incredible to 
see the ways everyone has shown up for 
one another. There is a teacher who is 
taking meals to a homeless student and 
her family, dinner guests dropping off 
meals to one another as they await test 
results (all negative so far, praise God!), 
dreaam staff delivering to families and  
elderly community members, and new 
families who have for the first time been 
in need. While seeing so much anxiety 
and sadness as I talk with our dinner 
guests I am also overcome with hope as 
they tell me the ways they’re taking care 
of each other.  
 
On July 1st we will host our final to-go 
distribution for the summer with hopes to 
return in August. Thank you all for your 
continued prayers and love. I’m so       
incredibly grateful for this church and the 
opportunity to experience this ministry 
work.   

With gratitude,                                       
Jessi Delost  

Scripture for July 

July 5 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

July 12 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 19 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 26 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Uncertain and Unprecedented We hear these words on a regular basis from the president, 
government officials, press and employers. Uncertain for our health, jobs and future. We are living in 
unprecedented times and yet we are not. These times are not new, the world has been experiencing 
events like this since its beginning. Take a look at history and the plagues. One  difference is that we 
have a written history in which we can look back and learn from their strengths and weakness. This 
is also true for Christians. We have the written word to fall back on known as the bible to guide us 
through a repeated time or as I refer to life as "variations on a theme" . So often I hear friends and 
colleagues say " I am bored, feel lost, lonely and can't wait for this to come to an end". If you are 
bored lonely or lost turn to the bible and research what our brothers and sisters did during their un-
stable time. Read how God guided and protected them. I am sure you will find direction and a pur-
pose during this uncertain and unprecedented time. Peace be with you!  Delre Smith 



Prayers and love go out to the family of Donna   

Applegate. She was a former member of choir and 

attended UPCC. She passed away on March 18, 

2020.  Donna last resided at Prairie Winds where 

elders visited with her. 

Boxes of Cereal, please 

July Birthdays 

Celebrate with a loved Uniplace    

member by sending birthday greetings 

this month! Don’t have an address?  

Contact Elizabeth Slifer or the office. 

July 2 Jonathan Harrell (Heidi ‘s son) 

 Dee Lenzi 

July 3 Tim Reardanz 

July 4 Kay Mahannah 

July 11 Shaylissa Alexander 

 Ben Dager 

July 13 Bruce Reardanz 

July 15 Mark Otnes 

July 17 Freya Trefzger 

July 20 Betty Restad 

August 2 Heidi Zulauf-Mulderink 

Pastor Kris on Vacation July 7-21 

In mid-July Pastor Kris will be traveling to Iowa and 
Nebraska to spend time with family members. Guest 
preachers will be Jessica (Jessi) Delost and Jessica 
(Jess) Dager! 

Address change for following: 

Emily and Jeremy Tidemann 

401 Banbury Lane 

Savoy, IL 61874 

 Sorry I misspelled name!   

Thank you from Derek! 

Derek Dayton would like to thank everyone for the 

cards and gifts plus words of encouragement. During 

this pandemic it is nice to have church friends reach-

ing out.   

Welcome Jess Dager! 

We are pleased to announce that Jessica (Jess) 
Dager has accepted the position of Community    
Connector at UniPlace! Jessica (Jessi) Delost will 
continue as Campus Connector – the two women 
are splitting the previous full-time position by each  
spending 20 hours a week on her distinct portfolio. 
With Jessi Delost now living in Eureka and Jessica 
Dager starting seminary at Lexington Theological 
Seminary this fall, this is the right job-share for the 
right time. Jess Dager will assume the lead with  
Community Dinner and other outreach into the    
community. Jessi Delost will focus all her energy on 
student ministry and strengthening our connections 
with the university. Jessi will also continue her work 
with social media and our website maintenance. 

New Gardens! 

In June church members gathered to do 
more gardening around the UniPlace 
grounds. Thanks to Ann Smith for shar-
ing many of her plants with us. In July, 
the expansion continues as Pastor Kris 
will work with a group of boys from 
Dreaam who are having “Fun Fridays” 
working on farms and gardens. Some 
coneflowers and other plants from the 
Light/Taylor homestead will be re-homed 
in a new Dreaam garden. We will have 
quite a flower show by August! 
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We Made It to Phase Four! Now What? 

As Illinois enters Phase Four of the state’s reopening this weekend, we are cautiously optimistic about worshiping in our building 

again -- soon. Many places in our community increased their available services to the public over this last weekend as restrictions 

lifted. At UniPlace, we plan to continue emailing video worship all through July as we see what results from the reopening of many 

public engagements in C-U. We are discussing the first Sunday of August as a possible date for onsite worship, but we will keep a 

watchful eye on reports from the health department in the meantime. IDPH continues to maintain that digital worship is the safest 

option for communities of faith. Second and third best are drive-up (everyone stays in their own cars) and outdoor (with 6 ft distanc-

ing between household groups). Given the size of our building and congregation, we are in a better position than most to properly 

distance ourselves physically in the sanctuary. However, there are still risks in any space where people are breathing shared indoor 

air. Once we return to worship, it will be very important for anyone who is experiencing symptoms such as coughing, fever, shortness 

of breath, fatigue, headache, sore throat, runny nose – to NOT attend worship in person. And the CDC continues to admonish older 

adults and those with pre-existing health conditions, to avoid all physical gatherings, including religious practices with others. 

Unfortunately, the states that reopened earlier than Illinois, as of this writing, are experiencing record numbers of new Covid 19 cas-

es and spiking hospitalizations. Tonight, the premiere hospital in Houston has zero ICU beds available. This is reason enough for us 

to take our time and see what happens in Central Illinois as people return to indoor dining, onsite offices, and non-essential shopping 

venues this week for the first time in three months. We know that the virus is still present in our community, and that our adherence 

to the stay-at-home guidelines has been successful in keeping infection numbers low here. If everyone wears a mask and everyone 

maintains physical distance of 6 ft from those not in their households, and everyone is diligent in staying at home when they are first 

aware of symptoms, we have a good chance of returning safely to some of these gathering places that we enjoy and have missed. I 

urge you - for the sake of your neighbors - to do your part to keep the curve flattened here in central Illinois. Wear your mask when 

you are away from your home. Keep the proper physical distance between yourself and others. Be an encourager of the practices 

CDC has outlined for safe public life in this pandemic. 

You have been doing great, Church! Keep it up! And keep reaching out to one another in the many new ways we have learned to still 

be church during this unprecedented time. 

Glad to be your pastor,   Kris 


