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UPCC Board Meeting Dec. 8   

There will be a congregational board meeting im-

mediately after worship on Sunday, Dec. 8 The 

single board item on the agenda presently is to re-

view and act upon the 2020 UPCC budget, so we 

are ready to start the new year with one in 

place.  Many thanks to Eric, Kim, Kris and every-

one who has created and reviewed this budget be-

fore it arrives at our board meeting! 

Open House at  

the Homestead  

On December 15, you’re Invited to Pastor 
Kris and Ed’s farm for a Christmas Open 
House on Sunday afternoon from2:30-4:30 
pm. Come sit by the fire, sip some cocoa, 
sing some carols and eat Christmas cookies. 
Kris and Ed live at 337 N 550 E Rd, Gibson 
City, Il 60936.  Directions to the farm will be 
available at church! 

Christmas Eve Service 

Our Christmas Eve Service will be Tuesday,       

December 24 at 4 pm.  Christmas Eve is always 

mesmerizing at UniPlace: candlelight throughout 

the sanctuary, beautiful music from our choir,     

soloists and instrumentalists, familiar Christmas 

carols to sing together, and a meaningful service of 

communion after which we spread light throughout 

the sanctuary with our hand-held  candles.      

Christmas Eve is the perfect time to invite       

neighbors, friends, family and  co-workers to 

breathe in the wonder and beauty of the season.  

Won’t you reach out and encourage others to share 

your joy on this special night of nights?   

Childcare will be available in the nursery and    

children are always welcome to stay in worship if 

parents prefer. 

Advent: A Season of Preparation 

Sunday, December 1 is the first day of the new 

Christian year.  The Christian year always begins 

on the first of the four Sundays of Advent.      

Advent is the season of preparing for the coming 

of the Christ child.  The season begins with   

readings from the prophets and proclamations 

from John the Baptist.  We hear “a voice drying 

in the wilderness: that God has heard the cry of 

God’s people and is sending a savior.  In wor-

ship, we hear some of the most beautiful poetry 

in scripture.  Promises will resound of water in 

the desert, flowers blossoming in the wilderness, 

and a special child whose birth heralds a new era 

of hope, peace, joy and love.   

Don’t miss out on the beauty and meaningful-

ness of Advent.  Worship each Sunday at 10:00 

will offer opportunities to sing familiar carols of 

the season as well as to reflect on the reign of the 

Prince of Peace, Jesus the Christ. 



Website features sermons and music! 

Please make sure you visit our website:  

https://www.uniplace.org/sermons/  

to hear the latest from Pastor Kris.  

Also the Facebook page has keeps you updated. 

https://www.facebook.com/UniPlaceCU/  

Check out the music on Youtube at  UniPlace 
Christian Church.  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=iAiRoXaFQlU  

Do you Shop ?   

Help us by shopping at smile.Amazon 

(instead of the regular Amazon site), choose 

UniPlace as organization to donate and .05% 

of your total purchases will be donated to 

UniPlace. How much easier can giving be?  

You may have to search for University Place 

Christian Church. 

Musically Speaking 

Advent is almost here. During the first Sunday of 
Advent Nancy Collins and Jessica Dager will sing 
Felix Mendelssohn's duet "I waited for the Lord". 
A sweet, aptly expectant duet, its text, paraphrasing 
Psalm 40 is short yet haunting: 
  
I waited for the Lord,  
He turned to me, 
He heard my cry. 
Blessed are those who hope and trust in Him. 
  
Hard to think of a better musical beginning for   
Advent! 
  
The choir will be back during the next Advent   
Sundays with anthems including perennials such as  
In the bleak midwinter, culminating in the Christ-
mas service, that "special among special" services, 
when, among other musical moments, we'll be 
pleased to have Allison Wooldridge visiting and 
singing with us. 
  
Musicians at UPCC, professional and amateur, are 
looking forward to seeing you at the services.    
Together we can feel the worship experience being 
enhanced and meaningful. 
 

Samir 

 First Sunday Lunch in Dec and Jan. 

How about a friendly breakfast or sandwich from 

Sammy’s in December?  We will meet at the 

Mattis Ave. shop around 11:15. In January, we 

will get together at Urbana Gardens just off Lin-

coln Ave and 74 in Urbana, of course! 

Disciple Women 

January Meeting date is a lunch out on January 

13!  Join us as we eat at a local restaurant.  The 

February meeting will be on  Feb 10th with Dorie 

sharing the lesson from the new magazine for 

Disciple Women.   

Dates to Remember 

December  7  9:30 am  Disciple Women Cookie  

                                       Exchange and Brunch 

December 8 Elder’s meeting 8:15 am 

December 12  Poinsettia orders due in church office 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve services 4 pm 

Prayers and love go to Carol Decker and family!  

Bill Decker passed away in November.  He will 

be missed in worship. Thanks to all who        

continue to visit with Carol at the Evergreens.  

Christmas Eve Service 

Elders-TBA            Host family-Bruce R. 

Sound System-Lucas B. 

https://www.facebook.com/UniPlaceCU/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAiRoXaFQlU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAiRoXaFQlU


University Place Christian Church 

403 S. Wright Street 

Champaign, IL   61820-4503 

Office Hours  M-Th 9-3, F 9-11 

217 352-5118      

Open Door Ministries 

Can you spare food this month?  Canned goods 

are needed. We will be giving out     groceries 

once a month now on the 1st Tuesday of the 

month.  We can use gloves, hats, scarves for 

both men and women if you have any extra new 

ones or used. Thank you for blessing others with 

your generosity and love! 

December 1     

Liturgist-Fred F. 

Elders-Kay, Kevin 

Hospital Calls-Jiim 

Flower Del.-Bruce 

Host Family-Ed 

Sound sys.–  Jeremy 

December 8 

Liturgist-Judy R. 

Elders-Dorie, Ed 

Hospital Call–Dorie 

FlowerDel.-John H 

Host Family-Fred 

Sound sys.– Jeremy 

December 15 

Liturgist-Ed T. 

Elders-Nancy, Jeff 

Hospital Calls-Jeff 

Flower Del-Cara 

Host Family-Jessi  

Sound system– Dorie 

December 22 

Liturgist-Jessi D. 

Elders-Elizabeth, Jim 

Hospital Calls-Eric 

Flower Del-Melony 

Host Family-Jennifer  

Sound sys.– Fred C 

December 29 

Liturgist-Elizabeth 

Elders-Judy, Kay 

Hospital Calls-Judy 

Flower Del-Luz 

Host Family-Laurie D. 

Sound sys.– Dorie 

Elder’s News 
Our retreat focused on The Marks of Congregational 

Vitality with the topics of Extravagant Generosity, 

Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Risk-Taking 

Mission and Service plus Intentional Faith Develop-

ment.  We split into groups and read scripture to go 

with our topics and discussed how it pertains to our 

church and our own intentions.   

What do you feel about each of these?  Are there ways 

that we can make our Church more vital and alive? 

What does it mean if we move from “come to me” to 

“go to them”?  Think about “what was” to “what will 

be” and how that can make our focus different.  What 

would it look like to shift from “doing things better” to 

doing things differently”?  Are we ready to move from 

“service to” to “service with”?  And what would it look 

like if we switched from “inside the Church” to  

“inside-out Church”?   More information will follow! 

 

Next Elder Meeting Dec. 8th 

Serving Schedule 

Laundry Schedule 

Thank you to those who volunteered to 

do laundry after Community Dinner.  

Dec/Jan-Elizabeth 

Feb.-Marla and Rod 

Just Food! 

The Just Food program ended in November with 
students learning about waffle irons and different 
recipes to use in them. During the year, they 
learned how to make hummus, squash soup, 
strawberry preserves and how to make pie dough 
and delicious chicken wings! To end the class, 
each student was given the opportunity to fill out 
a job application.  This program was funded by 
the NBA (National Benevolent Association) 
through the Disciple Church Organization. One 
of the young men was recruited on Wed. night to 
carve the turkey for the Community dinner.  



Reflections of  Light 

Advent: Hope December 1, 2019 (The primary feeling of this service will be anticipation, emphasis on our longing 
for promises to be fulfilled)      Prophet: Isaiah 2:1-5 (“The days to come …many people shall come and say, ‘Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord … that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’”) Gospel: 
Matthew 24:36-44 (Keep awake!)  

Peace December 8, 2019 (The mood of this service is expectant, the Lord is coming!)  Prophet: Isaiah 11:1-10 (“A 
shoot from the stump of Jesse…”)  Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 (“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight’”) 

Joy December 15, 2019 (The tone of this service will be very upbeat, lilting music, emphasis on joy)  Prophet: Isaiah 
35:1-10 (“waters in the wilderness … streams in the desert … everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 
joy and gladness”)  Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 (the greatness of John the Baptist proclaimed by Jesus) 

Love December 22, 2019 (The mood of this service will be tender delight. God has enveloped the earth in the glory of 
heaven.)  Prophet: Isaiah 7:10-16  (the Lord will himself will give you a sign … a young woman will bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel…)  Gospel: Mathew 1:18-25   (Joseph’s dream …’they shall call him Emmanuel’) 

Pastor Kris 
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