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All-Church Progressive Dinner Party
Church Life is sponsoring a progressive dinner on Saturday, June 9, starting 
at 5:30 p.m. A progressive dinner party is a party where each course is eaten 
at a different host’s house—the guests progress from house to house. It’s so 

much fun! We would like everyone 
to be able to come. If you would 
like a ride, let Dorie Trefzger, Reneé 
Broyles, Ann Smith, Laurie Dayton 
or Kay Mahannah know. Carpooling 
is a big help when parking at some 
homes and we can help arrange it. 
If you need child care, we will help 
with that, too!

We plan to begin at Clyde and Ann Smith’s house for appetizers and will 
need a few homes for the entrees and desserts, depending on how many are 
participating. Later in June, someone from church life will confirm with you 
your dinner locations and hosts!

First, sign-up on the board in the narthex, if you can come. If you would like 
to bring an appetizer, part of the entree course, or a dessert, mark that, too. If 
you are able to be one of the hosts, for an entree or dessert course, mark that.

Any question? Call Dorie, 840-9683, or one of the other church life members 
listed above.

Come To The Table

Messenger Deadline
As a reminder, the deadline for submitting 
material for The Messenger is 4 p.m. on the 
Friday before publication. The next dead-
line is June 22. Unless prior arrangements 
are made, items that come in after the 
deadline will not be included in that issue.

Articles should be submitted electronically 
to messenger@uniplace.org.

Flowers Needed
Sunday altar flowers 
are needed for June 3, 
24 and July 1, 15, 22, 
and 29.

Thank you for giving 
the gift of flowers. Re-
member that flowers do 
a double duty-gracing 
our communion table 
and then off to brighten someone’s day 
in their home! Email elizabeth slifer at 
elizabethslifer@att.net or call 356-3132 or 
text 493-3132.

In this Issue
Birthdays page 3
Open Door page 2
Prayer Focus page 3
Reading Group page 2
Residential Members page 3
Sabbatical Schedule page 6
Scheduled Events page 4
Serving Schedule  page 5

Change In Summer Sunday Service Location
Because of ongoing IMCOR construction on Wright Street North of Springfield this 
summer, services will not be held in the Chapel but continue to be in the Sanctuary 
until further notice.

All street parking on 
Wright between Spring-
field and University plus 
behind Men’s Old Gym 
is no longer available 
during this construction.
No parking signs indicate 
until August 1, however 
little of the IMCOR proj-
ect has  been finished on 
schedule. Currently the 
southbound lane is one 
way northbound only. Once the northbound work is completed, Wright Street will be 
then a single lane south bound. The current work has been installing a new drainage 
line on the Urbana side of the street. There are similar lines on the Champaign side 
which may also be slated for upgrade.
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E-mail – upcc@uniplace.org

Office mail – secretary@uniplace.org

Pastor – pastor@uniplace.org

Messenger Editor – messenger@uniplace.org

Reading Group
The reading group will 
be meeting at 12:15 p.m. 
on Monday, June 25 at 
Sunsinger. The book to be 
discussed will be Euphoria 

by Lily King.Contact 
Wilma O’Brien (359-
7138) to make a res-
ervation.

If you would like to be part of the UniPlace 
Book Club, please come join us. We meet 
for book discussion and being together. We 
enjoy our gathering and will welcome you.

Open Door Giving
During the month of June, the Open Door 
food pantry is asking for specific donations 
of boxes of Mac & Cheese, pasta and sauce 
and fruit cups. Other non-perishables are 
always welcome at any time.

Cash donations are always needed!

Open Door is on Tuesday mornings and 
now located in Page Hall.

First Sunday Lunch
First Sunday Lunch in June will be at the Mahomet Family Restaurant.  This restaurant 
was suggested by Bonnie and Fred Cook and seconded by Jim and Dorie Trefzger. We 
have reservations for 12 noon on June 3.

The food is good, we have a dining room all to ourselves, so bring your appetite and join 
us in Mahomet!!  (Directions to the restaurant will be provided in the June 3 bulletin.)

Surprise Donation
UniPlace church received a surprise check for $2,000 for next year’s community din-
ners from the assisting student group APO.

Directory Changes
Please make the following cumulative changes to your Directory (listed from newest 
to oldest with changes in BOLD):

Change: Becky Restad, 1403 Honeysuckle Lane, Champaign, IL  61821-1520,  
217-377-5997, b.restad@yahoo.com

Change: Virginia Putman, 631 Southern Way, Spanish Fort, AL  36527-
3021, 217-417-4341 - ICE John Putman, 251-377-0079 

Deceased: Norma Rodell

Change: Janet Lippi, Illini Heritage Rehab & Health Care, 1315 Curt Dr. 
Suite B, Champaign, IL 61821

Change: Donna Applegate, 299 Apple Tree Dr., Urbana, IL  61802
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Remember Our Residential Members
Each issue of The Messenger lists members of UniPlace that reside in residential living 
facilities. These members and friends need to be remembered in calls, visits, cards, 
and prayers.

ASTA Care Center, 1240 N. Market, Paxton, IL 60957: Susan Kiefer
Clark-Lindsey, 101 W. Windsor Road, Urbana 61802: Sam Felton
Helia, 1915 S. Mattis, Champaign 61821: Ed Speck, Mary Ann Speck
Illinois Heritage Rehab & Health Care, 1315 Curt Dr., Champaign, IL 61852:  Janet Lippi
Reflections Memory Care Center, 62 E. Airport Road, Savoy, IL  61874: Judy DeAtley

Prayer Focus
Let’s pray for unity in our hearts and momentum from the Spirit for our congregation.

Please remember to pray daily for the following persons who are facing health challenges:

Wendell Allen (Kay Mahannah’s father)
Charles Casad
Liz Cooley
Liz Dayton (Jeff Dayton’s sister)
Tricia Drake (Charles Casad’s granddaughter
Charles Graves
Deloris Holiman
Jim Holiman
Susan Kiefer
Janet Lippi
Janet Mahannah (Roger Mahannah’s 

sister)

Ron Mahannah (Roger Mahannah’s 
brother)

Betty Restad
Don Restad
Helen Ridlen
Grace Samford
Ed Speck
Mary Ann Speck
Janet Stanford (Tim Bowlby’s mother)
Erica Taylor (John Houston’s daughter)
Luther Terry
Janet Wilkinson
Beth Zeiders

June Birthdays
1 - Bonnie Cook
2 - Corinne Huffer
6 - Nolan Compton
7 - Delré Smith
8 - Beth Zeiders, Becky Restad, Emily 

Telford
11 - Luz Marina Cole, Alice Vernon
12 - John Trefzger
16 - Rachel Henneman, Allison Wool-

ridge
18 - Kevin Price
19 - Karen Wilkinson
20 - Laurie Dayton
22 - Bill Decker
27 - Damien Walters, Van Boyd. Kathy 

Wilson
28 - Emily Otnes, Molingo Bokamba, 

Taylor Smith

(If you know of a birthday that is before June 28 and 
is not on this list, please let the church office know

Space Use Presentation
On May 2nd, the student group from the University of Illinois’ business school made a 
presentation on how UniPlace might use its under-utilized building space to generate 
revenue. The assignment was to generate ideas of how to generate $15,000 of revenue 
to help alleviate building costs. Room rentals, including temporary summer storage 
space, were discussed and the start of a business plan was shared. 

The full report will be shared with the Trustees and a summary of the ideas will be 
discussed at a future Board meeting. 

Thanks to Professor Jeffrey Kurtz and his team of students for all their hard work this 
semester.

Thank You
In this last edition of Music Notes, I only 
need to say how much I appreciate the 
support of the Chancel Choir and the 
congregation, and also how much Laurie 
and I appreciate the very generous farewell 
gift to which the congregation contributed. 
We will probably use it for travel and we 
will think fondly of Uniplace as we do. 
Thank you.
  Leonard Rumery.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Eyamba Bokamba 
whose retirement celebration after 44 years 
at the University of Illinois was held on 
Sunday, May 27.

Also, congratulations to Jennifer Heinhorst 
on her appointment as principal of Flossie 
Wiley Elementary School in Urbana.
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How To Find Out
What Is Going On

• Read your copy of The Messenger
• Check the web at www.uniplace.org
• Save the bulletin announcements
• Attend Board Meetings
• Call Church Office: 352-5118

Scheduled Events
Sunday, June 3
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:45 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal
10:00 a.m. – Worship

Saturday, June 9
6:00 p.m. – Progressive Dinner

Sunday, June 10
8:15 a.m. – Elders Meeting
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:45 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal
10:00 a.m. – Worship
11:00 a.m. – Table Event

Sunday, June 17
Father’s Day
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:45 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal
10:00 a.m. – Worship

Tuesday, June 19
10:00 a.m. – Open Door Ministry

Friday, June 22
4:00 p.m. – The Messenger Deadline

Sunday, June 24
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:45 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal
10:00 a.m. – Worship
11:00 a.m. – Table Event

Tuesday, June 26
10:00 a.m. – Open Door Ministry

Wednesday, June 27
The Messenger Mailed Out

Future Events
July 1 – Congregational Board Meeting

Table Events
On Sunday, April 29th, UniPlace kicked off its series of Table Events with Rachel Bass-
Guennewig leading worship and a lunch/workshop. Rachel is a minister AND a yoga 
teacher and she has a unique perspective of how we carry our welcoming stance in our 
bodies and how we draw on the Spirit to be more hospitable. Her message included a 
reminder to be just as kind and accepting of our own self as we strive to be of others, 
despite our inevitable imperfections.

A special thank to all of the volunteers who brought sandwiches, salads, desserts, and 
clean-up expertise!

The workshop ended with the Grateful Despites Meditation which is used at the start 
of each of Rachel’s yoga class which are included it here for you to try at home.

The Grateful Despites Meditation

(Sitting up nice and tall, soften your jaw, let your breath get nice and easy. Start to 
peel through the layers of you that relate to everyone and everything else. Like you 
take off your hat and your coat, peel through the layers of you that relates to family, 
friends, places of responsibility, until you’re left with you relating to you, right here 
and now.  From that space dip your toes into that well of gratitude for all that makes 
it possible for you to be here.)

Gratitude for my physical health; despite aches, pains, and frustrations with my body, 
I am healthy and strong enough today to show up for one minute. Gratitude for my 
mental health; despite anxiety, stress, and conflict in my life, I was able to make the 
decision to be here and follow through on that decision. I am showing up. And grati-
tude for any sense of spiritual health; that despite some really hard days, maybe grief 
and depression, there is somehow enough levity, enough hope and confidence in this 
practice to pull myself out of bed and show up. With all that hope and resilience that 
is strong in me, I send out love, hope, and courage to the people and places, and all the 
situations struggling for such health today; even and especially if I feel like one of them.

  (ONE MINUTE)

  Wiggle toes

  Move your fingers

  Slowly open your eyes

  Take a deep breath and blow it out.
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Serving Schedule
Sunday, June 3, 2018
Head Elder– Kevin Price
Elders – Jeff Dayton and Judy Ridlen
Diaconate – Team Love: Melony Barrett, Lucas Branaman, 

Joelle Busby, Luz Cole, Fred Fechtmann, Jennifer Heinhorst 
Judy Leeper, Bill Strutz, Ed Taylor, Emily Tideman, Jeremy 
Tideman

Communion Ministry – Bryce Compton
Liturgist – Dorie Trefzger
Flower Delivery – Fred Fechtmann
Sound Technician – Fred Cook
Hospital Calling For Week – Kay Mahannah

Sunday, June , 2018
Head Elder– Judy Ridlen
Elders – Kay Mahannah and Eric Freyfogle
Diaconate – Team Hope: Molingo Bokamba, Bryce Compton, 

Caley Compton, Laurie Dayton John Huston, AJ Jimenez, 
Jennifer Jiminez, Bruce Reardanz, Deb Reardanz

Communion Ministry – Jeremy Tideman
Liturgist – Judy Ridlen
Flower Delivery – Laurie Dayton
Sound Technician – Dorie Trefzger
Hospital Calling For Week – Judy Ridlen

Sunday, June 17, 2018
Head Elder– Elizabeth Slifer
Elders – Kevin Price and Reneé Potter
Diaconate – Team Love: Melony Barrett, Lucas Branaman, 

Joelle Busby, Luz Cole, Fred Fechtmann, Jennifer Heinhorst 
Judy Leeper, Bill Strutz, Ed Taylor, Emily Tideman, Jeremy 
Tideman

Communion Ministry – Lucas Branaman
Liturgist – Kevin Price
Flower Delivery – Bill Strutz
Sound Technician – Jeremy Tideman
Hospital Calling For Week – Reneé Potte

Sunday, June 24, 2018
Head Elder– TBA
Elders – Jeff Dayton and Elizabeth Slifer
Diaconate – Team Hope: Molingo Bokamba, Bryce Compton, 

Caley Compton, Laurie Dayton John Huston, AJ Jimenez, 
Jennifer Jiminez, Bruce Reardanz, Deb Reardanz

Communion Ministry – Bruce Reardanz
Liturgist – Elizabeth Slifer
Flower Delivery – Judy Leeper
Sound Technician – Fred Cook
Hospital Calling For Week – Jim Trefzger

Communion to residential members for the month of June:
 Nancy Collins, Eric Freyfogle, Jeff Dayton

May 14 – I was happy to celebrate with all of you the impor-
tant ministry we shared with Leonard Rumery and Christopher 
Schilling, each of whom came to the end of their time on our 
staff yesterday. As I have returned to sabbatical life, I do so with 
sadness at losing treasured colleagues in our work, but also with 
excitement in looking ahead to what we will do next as together 
we examine our options for church music when I return in July 
and we welcome Jessi Delost into our ministry with the campus 
and community.

May 16 – One week from today I pick up my daughter and her 
family from the airport in Indianapolis for our final days of wed-
ding preparation. in the Riverside Neighborhood of Jacksonville. 
Ed and I have sunburned faces and tired muscles from all the 
work we have done preparing the farm for the big event. We are 
excited to be gaining another son-in-law and granddaughter. 
And all this work planning and preparing for a wedding and 
reception has given me a COMPLETELY new perspective on 
the wedding ministry we do at UniPlace! I will come back to 
work humbled and far more compassionate in my dealings with 
families preparing for and executing their ideas for ceremonies 
of marriage we shepherd! I

May 28 – We did it! We survived the “in your yard” wedding 
and the avalanche of guests in the house, on the grounds, and 
using the outhouse behind the barn which Ed constructed this 
weekend. 😊 Except for a “scattered thunderstorm” at 3:00 pm
just as we were carrying tablecloths out to start setting up the 
reception, most things went as planned. Quick thinking on Jes-
sica Trefzger’s part got our helpers mopping off the tables and 
100 chairs with armloads of quickly purchased beach towels. The 
dry table covers were thrown over the tables and the elaborately 
planned tablescapes were getting their finishing touches as guests 
were parking all over the property and searching for their seats. 
Oh, did I forget to mention it was 98 degrees and we were in 
full sun for the 5:30 ceremony in 72% humidity? Not only the 
bride, but all of us “glistened and glowed.” Kisses with sun set-
ting behind made for a beautiful reception and we ended with 
a sparkler send-off down the driveway.  Again, I have a WHOLE 
NEW PERSPECTIVE on weddings and the families going through 
all it takes to pull them off! Weekend after next I go to Chicago 
for relationship therapy training which will give me more profes-
sional credentials in marriage and family counseling. 

   Sabbatical blessings,

   Pastor Kris

Journal from page 6
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Sabbatical Journal
April 18 – I am writing this from Florida where I am spending several days doing wedding planning with my daughter Alexis. 
Alexis and her family – fiancé Robert and his daughter Danielle – will be coming to our little farm the last week of May to celebrate 
their union. It has been a meaningful time, made extra special because my daughter Lara and her beloved, Gregg, are also here in 
Jacksonville. In a few moments we leave for brunch. The conversations around tables at both daughters’ homes, as well as their 
favorite coffee shops and restaurants have been holy times. I am leaning in to the table.

How have you been “leaning in to the table” in my absence? I pray that you, too, have found holy moments with family and 
friends to share food, drink and meaningful conversations. thoughtful times listening to another’s story brings its own kind of 
sunshine. (Today we had planned a beach outing, but it’s pouring, so we’re taking the party indoors with omelets and mimosas.) 

April 22-- I return to Illinois today and will head back to Chicago for my third of four storytelling classes with Scott Whitehair. 
I’m enjoying his teaching style and already feel I have gained great insight into how to bring effective live storytelling practices 
into my preaching. This time last week Ed and I were returning from the Festival of Faith and Writing in Grand Rapids, MI. Three 
days of excellent panel discussions, workshops, presentations, concerts and readings filled my cup to the brim. I commend to your 
reading anything by Scott Cairns, a poet and Orthodox priest. Also, the poet Pádraig Ó Tuama, some of the most profound writing 
I heard read this year. He is associated with the Corrymeela Community, an interdenominational church in Belfast dedicated to 
conflict transformation and church reconciliation.

May 5 –  As far as my ridiculously long reading list goes – I’ve enjoyed snuggling up with a book both by the fireplace at during 
April snows at home and on the covered porch in Jacksonville as a long rain falls. As always, I like some books more than others, 
feel a pull toward some poets that just isn’t there for another one. Whatever you choose from the booklist, know that I haven’t 
read most of them yet; so, like you, I may start one, say “hmmmm, not my cup of tea” and set it aside for a while as I read some-
thing which touches me more. That said, I’m also intentionally pushing myself to hear the voices of writers I wouldn’t usually 
read. Sometimes their content and their language choices are abrasive to my ears, but their stories are true and important for me 
to understand. So, I push on, and that has proven intriguing in several cases. 

Continued on page 5


