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World Communion Sunday offers congregations 
an opportunity to experience Holy Communion 
with the global community of faith. The first 

Sunday of October has become a time when Christians in 
every culture break bread and pour the cup to remember 
and affirm Christ as the Head of the Church. On that day, 
we remember that we are part of the whole body of believ-
ers. Christians celebrate the communion liturgy in as many 
ways as there are congregations. World Communion Sunday 
can be both a profound worship experience and a time for 
learning more about our wider community of faith.

October 1 is also the Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering.

Where Does The Offering Go?

The Reconciliation offering is divided in two parts with one half 
going back to the region from which it was received and one half 
going to the General Reconciliation Ministry administered by 
the Reconciliation Ministry Commission made up of volunteers 
from around our church body. The regions choose the method of 
distributing the funds that remain within their own area. These 
programs vary widely between regions.

The Reconciliation Ministry Commission receives, reviews and allocate funds for grant 
requests submitted by our general ministries, higher education institutions, regions 
and recognized ministries of the church whose proposals meet the grant guidelines. 
Congregational grant requests are to be submitted to their Region for funding.

World Communion Sunday

Messenger Deadline
As a reminder, the deadline for submit-
ting material for The Messenger is 4 p.m. 
on the Friday before publication. The 
next deadline is October 20. Unless prior 
arrangements are made, items that come 
in after the deadline will not be included 
in that issue.

Articles should be submitted electronically 
to messenger@uniplace.org.

Flowers Needed
Sunday altar flowers are 
needed for the month 
of October.

Thank you for giving 
the gift of flowers. Re-
member that flowers do 
a double duty-gracing 
our communion table 
and then off to brighten 
someone’s day in their home! Email Eliza-
beth Slifer at elizabethslifer@att.net or call 
356-3132 or text 493-3132.
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October 1 Worship Service Location Change
For World Communion Sunday (October 1), we will have our service in the Chapel. 
The Coptic Christians will be in the Sanctuary for their installation service of their 
new priest (see page 8).

Pastor Kris’ First Sunday Lunch
Our next First Sunday lunch is set for October 1 immediately after worship at Smokey’s 
House BBQ, Savoy (North of Schuncks). It has received rave reviews and they are open-
ing early to accommodate us!!

Let Renée know other suggestions for lunch locations and we will see if we can try 
them out in November and December and into the new year.
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Disciple Women’s Ministries
Disciples Women will meet on October 3 at 1:00 p.m. Bring a brown 
bag lunch. Drinks and desert will be provided.

Bonnie Cook will lead the study on the 23rd Psalm. Kay Mahannah 
is the hostess,
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Reading Group
The reading group will 
be meeting Wednesday, 
October 11 at 1:00 p.m. 
at Milo’s. The book to 
be discussed will be Bor-

der Passage From Cairo 
To America—A Wom-
an’s Journey by Leila 
Ahmed. Contact Bar-

bara Scott ()352-7364) to make a reserva-
tion.

If you would like to be part of the UniPlace 
Book Club, please come join us. We meet 
the second Wednesday of each month at 
1:00 p.m. for book discussion and being 
together. We enjoy our gathering and will 
welcome you.

Storytelling Weekend
We want to hear your story…

Here at UniPlace we believe in stories and we want to hear yours. This October, Chi-
cago storyteller, Rebecca Anderson (The Moth, 2nd Story, This much is True, Do Not 
Submit) will be in Champaign to help you craft a story you would like to tell—a story 
about something that happened to you which in some way impacted you. Some sto-
ries are funny, some sad, some inspiring, some just interesting or revealing. Your story 
matters to us.

In this weekend workshop you will be introduced to the craft of storytelling, strengthen 
your style, and use structure intentionally and creatively for maximum impact. Offer 
and receive the kind of feedback that makes everyone’s stories better. Come partici-
pate in the workshop or just joint us on Sunday evening at 7:00 p.m. as we conclude 
the weekend with some participants going to the microphone to share in a relaxing, 
fun even celebrating our common humanity in a supportive, embracing community.

More information and registration forms are available at the church office.

Campus Connection
We are a month in to our second season of our campus and community ministry 
and things have been busy! With our representation at Pride Day, Quad Day and the 
University of Illinois Volunteer Day. To our first Beer and Theology and community 
dinner for the school year. To the Uni Place Community Service Day and the Campus 
Taize Service, we have been seeing a lot of things taking place at UniPlace.

Starting in October students from the Department of Education and Social Work will 
begin doing field internship work at the community dinner. They will be working 
regularly as student volunteers working specifically with interacting with our dinner 
guests while also working with Rev. Chris to learn about the social issues affecting our 
community. Additionally, starting in October, students from the Volunteer Illini Project 
arts outreach program will begin doing artwork projects during the weekly dinners 
to engage our dinner guests in community building. We also continue to see a high 
volume of students who are volunteering each week at the community dinner and our 
own UniPlace student organization will be working with Rev. Chris and Jason Patton, 
our kitchen manager, to create new menu and dinner themes.

In September, we also saw the success of our second season of Beer and Theology get 
underway. We heard on September 24th from Rev. Michael Crosby talk about Peace-
making. And this coming October, we will have a discussion on “Creating The Beloved 
Community” which will take place at 4:00 p.m. at Quality Bar on Sunday, October 8rd. 
Additionally, on Sunday, October 22, we will have the pleasure of taking with Jessica 
Birkenholtz from the University of Illinois about Hinduism. Ms. Birkenholtz will give us 
an introduction to us about Hinduism, it’s very practices and beliefs, and her research 
on Hinduism. She will also be answering any questions we may have about Hindu-
ism that we may have. This discussion will also take place at 4:00 p.m. at Quality Bar.

If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Chris Schilling at clschilling@uniplace.org.

Open Door Giving
During the month of August, the Open 
Door food pantry is asking canned fruit 
and soup, but all donations are needed. 

Donations have been 
down and restocking has 
been done by using cash 
to purchase food to keep 
up with the demand.

Cash donations are always needed!

Open Door is on Tuesday mornings and 
now located on the second floor.
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Remember Our Residential Members
Each issue of The Messenger lists members of UniPlace that reside in residential living 
facilities. These members and friends need to be remembered in calls, visits, cards, 
and prayers.

ASTA Care Center, 1240 N. Market, Paxton, IL 60957: Susan Kiefer
Bickford Assisted Living Ctr, 1002 S. Staley Rd., Champaign, IL 61822-3258: Janet Lippi
Clark-Lindsey, 101 W. Windsor Road, Urbana 61802: Mary Hays, Sam Felton
Eagle’s View Retirement Community, 200 W. International Ave., Rantoul, IL 61866: Ed 

Speck, Mary Ann Speck
The Inman, 17 E. University, Champaign 61820: Norma Rodell
Prairie Winds, 1905 S. Prairie Winds , Urbana, IL 61802: Donna Applegate
The Villa, 4114 W. Springfield, Champaign, IL  61822: Teddy Eddleman

Prayer Focus
Let’s pray for unity in our hearts and momentum from the Spirit for our congregation.

Please remember to pray daily for the following persons who are facing health challenges:

Eyamba Bokamba
Molingo Bokamba
Laura Dayton (Jeff Dayton’s sister)
Liz Dayton (Jeff Dayton’s sister)
Carol Decker
Tricia Drake (Charles Casad’s granddaughter
Teddy Eddleman
Charles Graves
Mary Hays
Susan Kiefer

Janet Lippi
Ruth Martin (Bill Strutz’s mother)
Helen Ridlen
Grace Samford
Ed Speck
Mary Ann Speck
Erica Taylor (John Houston’s daughter)
Luther Terry
Janet Wilkinson

Quiz: The 16 Books of the Bible
There are names of 16 books of the Bible mentioned in the paragraph below. In your 
spare time, see how many you can find. (A minister found 15 books in 20 minutes, 
but it took him weeks to find the sixteenth one. See how much time it takes you to 
do the same.

Here it is:

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu; kept people 
looking so hard for facts…and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, es-
pecially since the names of the books were not capitalized. But the truth finally struck 
home to numbers of our readers. To others it was a real job. We want it to be a most 
fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others 
may require judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find 
one of them and there will be loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady says 
she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. 
Relax now, for there really are sixteen names of books of the Bible in this paragraph

(The answer can be found on page 5 - but don’t cheat!)

Congratulations
Congratulations to Alberto (A.J.) 
Jimenez and Jennifer Collins 
who were married September 23 
in the Sanctuary.

October Birthdays
1 - Alice Taylor
4 - Alysson Gaten
7 - Sariah Deal
10 - Janet Wilkinson
13 - Jane Hays, Jennifer Jiminez
14 - Laura Henneman
17 - Dorie Trefzger, Bryce Compton
18 - Renée Potter Broyles
19 - Tina Tournear, Jared Busby
20 - Ann Smith, James Chapman, Mi-

chael Henneman
21 - Norma Stevenson
28 - Terry Cooley
31 - Martha Wilkinson, Takuo Kinoshita

(If you know of a birthday that is before October 
31 and is not on this list, please let the church 
office know

October 1

Service

will be in

the Chapel
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Choir Notes
Leonard Rumery, Music Director

On October 1, we will have our service in the Chapel. Because of the service location 
change (see page 8), the Chancel Choir will not sing an anthem on October 1.

On October 8, the Chancel Choir will sing The Heavens Are Telling the Glory of God, 
from Haydn’s oratorio The Creation. Although mostly for choir, there are several sec-
tions in which a trio of soprano, tenor and bass soloists sing together. Haydn wrote 
The Creation around 1798. He was inspired to write an oratorio by visiting London 
in the early 1790’s, where he heard large-scale performances of Handel’s oratorios. He 
said he was never so devout as when he was at work on The Creation. The work was 
very successful during Haydn’s life, and continues so up to the present time. 

Haydn was born in 1732 (same year as George Washington) and died in 1809. With 
Mozart, he is the most celebrated composer of the Classic period. He was a close friend 
of Mozart and one of Beethoven’s teachers. Haydn is known for the sense of humor 
he was able to display in his works, such as the well known “Surprise” Symphony. He 
worked most of his life for the Esterhazy family of Austria. On one occasion, when 
the Prince seemed to be forgetting to allow his orchestra players to return to their 
wives in Eisenstadt after the musical season at the summer palace of Esterhaza, Haydn 
wrote a symphony (now called “Farewell”) where, in the final movement, the players 
one by one stopped playing, snuffed out the candles on their stands, packed up their 
instruments and left the concert hall, until only Haydn and the concertmaster were 
left playing muted violins. The next day the court returned to Eisenstadt. (The text of 
the anthem is from Psalm 19:1-3.)

The anthem on October 15 will be Beautiful Savior by F. Melius Christiansen (1871-1955). 
This anthem closes every concert of the St. Olaf College choirs. F. Melius Christiansen, 
born in Norway, was the first choir director at St. Olaf, his son Olaf was the next, Ken-
neth Jennings was the third and Anton Armstrong, who was with Andre Thomas in 
my masters’ class, is the fourth and current conductor.

On October 22, Dr. Chester Alwes will conduct the choir. They will be singing his own 
composition on the 23rd Psalm.

Week of Compassion
Thursday, September 21, 2017

Life Abundant in the Broken Places

With the floods in South Asia, the earthquake in Mexico, and the hurricanes in the 
United States and the Caribbean, this has been a particularly frightening and heart-
breaking month to turn on the news and witness the havoc our planet is wreaking on 
neighbors near and far. For Week of Compassion, the relief and recovery ministry of 
our church, which is charged with bringing Christ’s comfort, power, and hope to all 
those suffering from these devastating events, it has been a particularly challenging, 
and yet, grace-filled, month.

This week our General Minister and President, Rev. Terri Hord Owens, joined Rev. 
Caroline Hamilton-Arnold (Associate Director, Week of Compassion) and Josh Baird 
(Director, Disciples Volunteering), along with other Southwest Region leadership, in 
South Texas to be present with the communities impacted by Hurricane Harvey.

There they met Disciples like Pastor Hector Velasquez of Iglesia Cristiana El Redentor 
who have lost much in the storm. Water seeped in through the exterior walls at Pas-
tor Velasquez’s church, leaving major, costly damage, and he and his wife’s home was 
severely flooded. Nevertheless, in the face of these challenges he and his congrega-
tion “felt the embrace of the Church” and found strength in that embrace. Both, his 
family and his congregation received support from Week of Compassion and other 

ministries: supplies, offers for labor and 
other assistance from many churches across 
the country.

One woman, recalling the crews that went 
out from churches to clean out flooded 
homes concluded: “I just don’t know 
what people do without a community 
like a church, without a group of people 
to come and help.”

We know that Hurricane Maria has devas-
tated Puerto Rico, where power has been 
knocked out for 3.5 million people, and is 
expected to remain out for 3 to 6 months. 
We do not yet know the numbers of lives 
that have been lost; and the situation 
continues to develop. Maria continues to 
strengthen over warm water, endangering 
other low-lying islands. We know that over 
200 lives were lost in Mexico City earlier 
this week, while more remain injured in 
hospitals, and entire neighborhoods have 
been destroyed. We know that earlier this 
month, in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma, 
millions in Florida suffered from heat, 
darkness, and hunger, and hundreds of 
thousands of homes were destroyed. We are 
right to mourn for these pains and losses, 
even as we also take solace in the fact that 
we are present there, and can continue to 
be present there, mending and healing, 
through Week of Compassion.

We know that God is with us, and God is 
who God says God is, when we experience 
God’s presence even in the midst of our 
suffering. Sometimes this looks like a help-
ing hand, sometimes it looks like a check 
from Week of Compassion, sometimes it 
looks like a phone call, checking-in, of-
fering help. 

Just as it is currently in south Texas, Week 
of Compassion has been in contact with 
our partners in Mexico and Florida, assess-
ing the damage, and offering assistance as 
needs are identified. Currently, Week of 
Compassion is seeking contact with part-
ners in Puerto Rico and will be providing 
assistance there in the months and years 
of recovery ahead.

Inspired by God’s enduring, loving, 
presence, Week of Compassion, and by 
extension, ourselves, will remain in these 
places for the long-haul. Though the ob-
stacles we face are immense, if we choose 
to act together in hope, inspired by God’s 
abundant love, and to give of ourselves 
and resources graciously, then we need not 
despair, but will find life even in the most 
broken places. Thanks be to God. 
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How To Find Out
What Is Going On

• Read your copy of The Messenger
• Check the web at www.uniplace.org
• Save the bulletin announcements
• Attend Board Meetings
• Call Church Office: 352-5118

Scheduled Events For The Month
Sunday, October 1
8:15 a.m. – Elders Breakfast
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:00 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal 
10:00 a.m. – Worship in Chapel
11:00 a.m. – First Sunday Lunch

Tuesday, October 3
10:00 a.m. – Open Door Ministry
1:00 p.m. – Disciples Women

Wednesday, October 4
6:00 p.m. – Community Dinner 
6:30 p.m. – Jubilee rehearsal
7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir

Sunday, October 8
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:00 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal 
9:15 a.m. – Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m. – Worship

Tuesday, October 10
10:00 a.m. – Open Door Ministry

Wednesday, October 11
6:00 p.m. – Community Dinner 
6:30 p.m. – Jubilee rehearsal
7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir

Sunday, October 15
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:00 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal 
9:15 a.m. – Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m. – Worship

Tuesday, October 17
10:00 a.m. – Open Door Ministry

Wednesday, October 18
6:00 p.m. – Community Dinner 
6:30 p.m. – Jubilee rehearsal
7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir

Friday, October 20
4:00 p.m. – The Messenger Deadline

Saturday, October 21
9:00 a.m. – Storytelling Event

Sunday, October 22
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:00 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal 
9:15 a.m. – Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m. – Worship
1:00 pm. – Storytelling event
7:00 p.m. – Storytelling LIVE
Tuesday, October 24
10:00 a.m. – Open Door Ministry

Wednesday, October 25
The Messenger Mailed Out
6:00 p.m. – Community Dinner 
6:30 p.m. – Jubilee rehearsal
7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir

sage were well received by the Coptic people as they also believed in “eternal 
life.” The Coptic people, under Roman rule and societal influence, consisted of 
Greeks, Jews, and Egyptians; therefore, Christianity had to take into account 
the different cultural, language, and religious backgrounds when evangelizing 
and in establishing its church. The Coptic Christians were … well founded in 
theology, and other churches in cities throughout the Roman Empire looked up 
to them [the school of Alexandria] with great admiration and respect, willingly 
following their lead in doctrinal like-mindedness and unity.

The worship life and doctrinal beliefs of the Coptic Church are similar to Orthodox and 
Catholic traditions. The worship liturgy is formal and remains relatively unchanged 
over the nineteen centuries it has been established. The members of St. Mina and 
Saint Pope Kyrillos include Coptic Christians who live in the immediate C-U area as 
well as many who drive up to 90 minutes each way on weekends in order to worship 
with others of their faith.

      See you in church, 

      Pastor Kris

Reflections from page 8

Still Giving Today
Pledge replacement gifts provide ongo-
ing support.

Leon Harter knew and taught math and 
statistics. A faithful Christian, he also 
understood that one day he would not be 
around to support the church he loved.

He added everything up, and found a 
way that he could continue to give to 
his Illinois congregation—even in death.

Every congregation has a “Mr. Harter”—
an individual who is deeply committed 
to the church. What makes Mr. Harter a 
little different is that he acted upon his 
commitment: through his will and other 
estate-planning documents, he created a 
permanent fund at the Christian Church 
Foundation that distributes a percent of 
the market value to his congregations in 
lieu of his annual pledge.

While he could have made an outright gift 
to his congregation at death, he wanted 
to make sure church leaders understood 
this was to be his ongoing annual support 
of the church’s ministry. He didn’t want 
them tempted to use a large outright gift 
immediately, or for his generosity to deter 
the stewardship of others.

Foundation President Gary Kidwell was 
among the staff members who got to know 
Mr. Harter. Mr. Harter lived modestly, and 
yet in his later years was able to experi-
ence the joy of putting his philanthropic 
legacy in place, Kidwell said.

Leon Harter was UniPlace’s own “Mr. Harter” 
in this story extracted from the October 2017 
edition of Visions, a publication of Christian 
Church Foundation.
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Fancy, Mammoth Pecan Halves - natural 13.00

Fancy Medium Pecan pieces - natural 13.00

Light Walnut Halves and Pieces - mixed 10.00

Black Walnut Pieces - medium broken 11.00

Deluxe Mixed Nuts - no peanuts, roasted, salted 13.00

Giant Whole Cashews - roasted and salted 13.00

Colossal Natural Pistachios - Roasted and salted 11.00

Whole Almonds - Roasted and salted 10.00

Turkish Apricot Halves 8.00

Spice Party Mix 8.00

Honey Roasted Peanuts 8.00

Honey Roasted Cashews 12.00

Praline Pecans 12.00

Heart Healthy Nut Mix 9.00

Fruit and Nut Mix 9.00

Tropical Blend 9.00

Almond Cranberry Nut Mix 9.00

Harvest Medley Mix 11.00

Sweet and Salty Trail Mix 8.00

Milk Chocolate Coated Pecans 12.00

Milk Chocolate Coated Giant Cashews 12.00

Milk Chocolate Coated Jumbo Raisins 8.00

Milk Chocolate Bridge Mix (Fruit and Nut) 9.00

Dark Chocolate Almonds 10.00

Milk Chocolate Coated Almonds 10.00

Milk Chocolate Coated Peanuts 8.00

Giant Malted Milk Balls 9.00

Dark Chocolate Cranberries 8.00

Mixed Chocolate Cranberries 9.00

Gummi Bears 8.00

Milk Chocolate Pecan Clusters (9 oz) 10.00

Mint Meltaways (8 oz) 9.00

Dark Chocolate Sea Salt Caramels (8 oz) 10.00

Dark Chocolate Mint Patties (8 oz) 10.00

Dark Chocolate Peanut Butter Melts/Sea Salt (8 oz) 10.00

Giant Salted Cashews (gift tin) 16.00

Deluxe Mixed Nuts (gift tin) 16.00

Smoked Peanuts            NEW 13.00

Wasabi Almonds           NEW 10.00

Chipotle Mixed Nuts     NEW 10.00

Mixed Yogurt Raisins     NEW 8.00

Cocoa Almonds             NEW 10.00

All items 1 lb. bags unless otherwise noted

Holiday baking needs will be filled if you buy your nuts from 
Disciples Women this year.

We will taking orders for nuts only during the months of 
September and October. This company needs more time 
to process our order. The order will be sent in on November 
3, 2017.

You can e-mail your order to Judy Leeper at judyleeper1@ya-
hoo.com, use this form and give to Judy at church, or call her 
at (217) 367-5948.

Oh, nuts!
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Serving Schedule
Sunday, October 1, 2017
Elders – Nancy Collins and Jeff Dayton
Diaconate – Team Hope: Molingo Bokamba, Ellie Broyles, 

Bryce Compton, Calie Compton, Bruce Reardanz, Deb Rear-
danz, Ann Smith

Communion Ministry – Bruce Reardanz
Liturgist – Dorie Trefzger
Flower Delivery – Bill Strutz
Sound Technician – Lucas Branaman
Hospital Calling For Week – Elizabeth Slifer

Sunday, October 8, 2017
Elders – Renée Potter Broyles and Jim Trefzger
Diaconate – Team Love: Melony Barrett, Lucas Branaman, 

Jarad, Busby, Joelle Busby, Fred Fechtmann, Judy Leeper, 
Richard Lindstrom, Bill Strutz

Communion Ministry – Melony Barrett
Liturgist – Elizabeth Slifer
Flower Delivery – Judy Leeper
Sound Technician – Fred Cook
Hospital Calling For Week – Nancy Collins

Sunday, October 15, 2017
Elders – Judy Ridlen and Eyamba Bokamba
Diaconate – Team Hope: Molingo Bokamba, Ellie Broyles, 

Bryce Compton, Calie Compton, Bruce Reardanz, Deb Rear-
danz, Ann Smith

Communion Ministry – Derryl Singley
Liturgist – Jim Trefzger
Flower Delivery – Bryce Compton
Sound Technician – Dorie Trefzger
Hospital Calling For Week – Richard Hertel

Sunday, October 22, 2017
Elders – Richard Hertel and Cele Otnes
Diaconate – Team Love: Melony Barrett, Lucas Branaman, 

Jarad, Busby, Joelle Busby, Fred Fechtmann, Judy Leeper, 
Richard Lindstrom, Bill Strutz

Communion Ministry – A.J. Jimenez
Liturgist – Kevin Price
Flower Delivery –  Jeremy Tideman
Sound Technician – Lucas Branaman
Hospital Calling For Week – Elizabeth Slifer

Communion to residential members for the month of October:
 Elizabeth Slifer, Eyamba Bokamba, Renée Potter Broyles, 

Delré Smith

Directory Changes
Please make the following cumulative changes to your Directory 
(listed from newest to oldest with changes in BOLD):

Change: Sam Felton, East Green House, 101 W. Wind-
sor Rd., Urbana, IL  61802

Deceased: Bernie Archer

Change: Charles Graves, 101 W. Windsor Road, Rm 2205, 
Urbana 61802

Change: Carolyn Hubert is now Carolyn Jones

Deceased: Wilma Lewis

Correction: Judy Ridlen, drjeridlen48@gmail.com

Add: Melony E. Barrett, 911 S. Wabash Ave., Urbana, 
IL  61801, melony.barrett@gmail.com

Add: Jeremy & Emily Tidemann, 701 W. Indiana 
Ave., Apt. 2, Urbana, IL  61801, 308-249-5010

Add: Rob & Emily Telford, 2019 Macon St., Mahomet, 
IL  61853, rob.telford.midamerica@gmail.com, 
emily.sandy@fisherk12.org, 494-0985

16 Books – The answer
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. 
It was a lulu; kept people looking so hard for facts…and for 
others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since 
the names of the books were not capitalized. But the truth fi-
nally struck home to numbers of our readers. To others it was 
a real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments 
for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others 
may require judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usu-
ally takes a minister to find one of them and there will be loud 
lamentations when it is found. A little lady says she brews a 
cup of tea so she can concentrate better. See how well you can 
compete. Relax now, for there really are sixteen names of books 
of the Bible in this paragraph.

Church Directory
A continually updated electronic version 
of the Church Directory is available in PDF 
format. E-mail messenger@uniplace.org and 
ask to receive a copy.

If there are changes or additions to direc-
tory entries, email messenger@uniplace.
org or contact the church office.

Please note we would like to include e-mail ad-
dresses as well as birthdays (month/day only) in the listing.
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On Sunday October 1, UniPlace will meet in the chapel for our celebration of World Communion 
Sunday. Simultaneously, the congregation of St.Mina and St. Pope Kyrillos will be in our main sanc-
tuary welcoming Fr. Mina Beshara, their newly ordained priest who is moving from Cairo, Egypt 
to Champaign-Urbana as this newsletter goes to print. Because there will be so many guests from 
Egypt and throughout the Midwest present to participate in Fr. Mina’s first celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy, we are offering their congregation our larger worship space for Sunday morning, while we 
worship and break bread in Fisher Chapel. It will be a World Communion Sunday to remember!

St. Mina and St. Pope Kyrillos is a local congregation of Coptic Christians who have been periodically meeting at UniPlace 
since 2014 for special day celebrations like Holy Week. We are currently in discussions with their deacon board to de-
cide if UniPlace might be a good site for their regular weekly worship experiences as they begin a new chapter in their 
congregational life with Fr. Mina Beshara as their priest. They might meet on Sundays in Fisher Chapel, or Saturdays 
in the main sanctuary. Further discussions will eventually lead to a proposal to the church board before any long-term 
agreement is finalized.

Many of our members have expressed a desire to know more about Coptic Christianity. Here is a very brief introduction:

“Coptic” means “Egyptian,” and Christians living in Egypt identify themselves as Coptic Christians. As a denomi-
nation, they originated in the city of Alexandria, one of the most faithful, respected, and fruitful cities during 
the Apostolic Period. Proudly, the Coptic Christians acknowledge and herald John Mark, (author of the Gospel 
of Mark), as their founder and first bishop sometime between A.D. 42 and A.D. 62.

The tradition says that when John Mark arrived on a missionary journey to Egypt, the Coptic form of religion 
of that day was god-centered worship, but focused upon pyramids. However, John Mark and the Gospel mes-
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