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…to Making a Partnership
This month as students return to classes and local and community organizations in 
Champaign-Urbana begin another year of programs, we at UniPlace are gearing into 
our second year carrying out our mission to connect with the university and the larger 
community. And while last year it was our mission to make our presence known, this 
year our mission is to make partnerships with student groups, local organizations, and 
our community in ways we never have done before. 

This fall at UniPlace, we will start to see the seeds we planted last year begin to grow 
into opportunities and partnerships. The first way we will see this is through UniPlace 
becoming an official community site partner for the University of Illinois. Starting 
this semester, students from the Education 201: Identity and Difference in Education 
course at the University of Illinois will have the opportunity to work with our com-
munity dinner student leaders to find ways to expand our community dinner program. 
These students will work to find ways to use our dinner as way to be a focal point 
connecting individuals to different resources such as health screenings, career transi-
tion information, and educational opportunities. Additionally, through partnerships 
with the Department of Food Science and Nutrition, we will be working to introduce 
healthier menu options while also finding ways to use the community dinner to build 
relationships in new ways. 

While UniPlace has been a place for students to volunteer in the past, it is our hope 
in the coming year to create a service learning program which will allow students to 
learn about issues facing those in our community through community service. 

The second way we are starting to see partnerships form is through the ministry outreach 
to the university campus community. On September 24th, UniPlace will join with Saint 
Andrews Lutheran Student Center, McKinley Presbyterian Church, First Mennonite 
Church, and University Baptist Church to do a joint Taize service. While this Taize 
service is a collaborative effort, it’s the hope that the collaboration on projects like this 
will allow us to find other ways we can explore doing ministry with other churches 
that would pull together the diverseness of talent, ideas, and energy found within our 
ministries and be able to more effectively be a spiritual presence to students of campus. 

Finally, this fall we will begin our new model for our Beer and Theology program that 
continues to allow us to build partnerships in ministry. With Beer and Theology now 
being moved to Sunday evenings at 4:00 p.m. on the second and fourth Sunday of the 
month, our new format will consist of different speakers from the university and the 
community who will join us to give a short presentation and to facilitate a discussion 
on a given topic. This allows us to find new ways to build our ministry in new and 
creative ways while building outside partnerships.

While our campus and community outreach ministry is still waiting to see what flow-
ers will flourish from the seeds we have planted, the buds which are starting to sprout. 
And we are starting to see new life through new partnership opportunities. Make no 
mistake, this is going to be an exciting season for us. 

    Rev. Christopher Schilling,
    Minister for Community and Campus Relations

From Making a Presence…

Messenger Deadline
As a reminder, the deadline for submitting 
material for The Messenger is 4 p.m. on 
the Friday before publication. The next 
deadline is September 22. Unless prior 
arrangements are made, items that come 
in after the deadline will not be included 
in that issue.

Articles should be submitted electronically 
to messenger@uniplace.org.

Flowers Needed
Sunday altar flowers are 
needed for all Sundays 
for September 7 and 14 
and all of October.

Thank you for giving 
the gift of flowers. Re-
member that flowers do 
a double duty-gracing 
our communion table 
and then off to brighten someone’s day 
in their home! Email Elizabeth Slifer at 
elizabethslifer@att.net or call 356-3132 or 
text 493-3132.
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Disciple Women’s Ministries
New Meeting Time and Study for Disciples Women

All women are invited to join our Disciples Women as they resume 
for the fall. We now meet the first Tuesday of each month at 1:00 
pm in the church parlor, starting on September 5. We are using the 
book, The Lord Is My Shepherd; Healing Wisdom of the 23rd Psalm by 
Harold Kushner.

Books will be available at the meeting. Bring a brown bag lunch and the hostess will 
provide dessert. Kay Mahannah will lead the study in September and Dorie Trefzger 
is the hostess.

The Messenger (USPS 340-580), periodical postage paid at 
Champaign, IL) is the monthly publication of University Place 
Christian Church, 403 S. Wright St., Champaign, IL 61820-4503
Deadline for articles is 4 p.m. on the Friday before the Wednes-
day publication. Articles should be submitted to messenger@
uniplace.org.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
University Place Christian Church,
403 S. Wright St., Champaign, IL 61820-4503

University Place Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

403 S. Wright Street, Champaign, Illinois 61820-4503

Office Hours – 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Monday - Friday

Pastor Hours - 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Monday - Thursday

Office Phone - (217) 352-5118

Home Page – www.uniplace.org

E-mail – upcc@uniplace.org

Office mail – secretary@uniplace.org

Pastor – pastor@uniplace.org

Messenger Editor – messenger@uniplace.org

Reading Group
The reading group will 
be meeting Wednesday, 
September 13 at 1:00 p.m. 
at Milo’s. The book to be 
discussed will be The Man 

Called Ove by Fredrick 
Backman. Contact Pat 
Rowland (355-5028) 
to make a reservation.

If you would like to be part of the UniPlace 
Book Club, please come join us. We meet 
the second Wednesday of each month at 
1:00 p.m. for book discussion and being 
together. We enjoy our gathering and will 
welcome you.

Choir Notes
Leonard Rumery, Music Director

The Chancel Choir will return on September 10. We are rehearsing the previous Wednes-
day, September 6, from 7:00-8:30 and a special rehearsal on Saturday September 11 in 
the afternoon. If you are interested in joining the Choir, this is your first chance for 
this year. Send me an email to lrumery@gmail.com and I’ll add you to the choir list to 
notify you about the time of the Saturday rehearsal.

On September 10 the anthem will be the old gospel hymn Angel Band or Blessed As-
surance or Beulah Land—you’ll have to find out when you arrive. Whispering Hope may 
also be heard. The original title for Angel Band was My Latest Sun Is Sinking Fast by 
Jefferson Hascall. The words have been sung to several tunes but the best known one 
is by William Bradbury and was published in Bradbury’s Golden Shower of S.S. Melo-
dies in 1862, under the title The Land of Beulah. The Stanley Brothers’ recording was 
included in the movie soundtrack for the film O Brother, Where Art Thou? Whispering 
Hope was written by Septimus Winner. Winner ran a music store and published many 
other songs. Listen to the Mockingbird and Where, O Where Has my Little Dog Gone? are 
his biggest hits.

On September 14 the Chancel Choir will sing Bright Canaan, one of the less well known 
traditional hymns. The arrangement is by Robert Shaw and Alice Parker. Before his 
death in 1999, Robert Shaw was generally considered the dean of American choral 
conductors. He received innumerable awards for his contributions to music, including 
the first Guggenheim Award to a conductor, 14 Grammys, France’s Officier des Arts et 
des Lettres, Kennedy Center Honors and a George Peabody Medal. He prepared many 
choirs for Toscanini’s performances and founded many choral groups. Alice Parker 
was one of his students at Juilliard and  in partnership with her, he made many ar-
rangements of folk songs. Although some, like Bright Canaan, may seem simple, these 
arrangements are of consistently high compositional quality. The more complex ones, 
surprisingly including some of his sea chanteys, were influenced by his long study of 
Beethoven’s compositional technique.

On September 24, the Chancel Choir will sing There Is a Balm in Gilead, a spiritual 
arranged by William L. Dawson (1899-1990). Dawson was a composer, arranger, and 
conductor. He composed in many genres, but is best known for his thoughtfully 
composed spiritual arrangements. For much of his career he taught at the Tuskegee 
Institute in Alabama, leading the famous Tuskegee Choir, which still performs today. 
The balm of Gilead referred to in this traditional spiritual is from Jeremiah 8:22: “Is 
there no balm in Gilead? Why then is there no healing for the wounds of my people?” 
The lyrics are traditionally interpreted to refer to salvation through Jesus Christ—Jesus 
is the balm which heals God’s people.

Open Door Giving
During the month of August, the Open 
Door food pantry is asking peanut butter 
and jelly, but all donations are needed. 

Donations have been 
down and restocking has 
been done by using cash 
to purchase food to keep 
up with the demand.

Cash donations are always needed!

Open Door is on Tuesday mornings and 
now located on the second floor.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Diana Rache 
and Brandon Greene who were 
married in the Sanctuary on 
August 5.
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Remember Our Residential Members
Each issue of The Messenger lists members of UniPlace that reside in residential living 
facilities. These members and friends need to be remembered in calls, visits, cards, 
and prayers.

ASTA Care Center, 1240 N. Market, Paxton, IL 60957: Susan Kiefer
Bickford Assisted Living Ctr, 1002 S. Staley Rd., Champaign, IL 61822-3258: Janet Lippi
Clark-Lindsey, 101 W. Windsor Road, Urbana 61802: Mary Hays. Sam Felton
Eagle’s View Retirement Community, 200 W. International Ave., Rantoul, IL 61866: Ed 

Speck, Mary Ann Speck
The Inman, 17 E. University, Champaign 61820: Norma Rodell
Prairie Winds, 1905 S. Prairie Winds , Urbana, IL 61802: Donna Applegate
The Villa, 4114 W. Springfield, Champaign, IL  61822: Teddy Eddleman

Prayer Focus
Let’s pray for unity in our hearts and momentum from the Spirit for our congregation.

Please remember to pray daily for the following persons who are facing health challenges:

Eyamba Bokamba
Molingo Bokamba
Laura Dayton (Jeff Dayton’s sister)
Liz Dayton (Jeff Dayton’s sister)
Carol Decker
Tricia Drake (Charles Casad’s granddaughter
Teddy Eddleman
Charles Graves
Mary Hays
Susan Kiefer

Janet Lippi
Ruth Martin (Bill Strutz’s mother)
Helen Ridlen
Grace Samford
Ed Speck
Mary Ann Speck
Erica Taylor (John Houston’s daughter)
Luther Terry
Janet Wilkinson

Thank You
Thank you so much to all of you who 
participated in the shower for my daugh-
ter, Diana, and her wedding to Brandon. 
Especially I’d like to thank you for the 
gifts, cards, photos, and your wishes we 
appreciate so much. Also, thanks to Pastor 
Kris for her counselling, advice and for the 
words she spoke in the wedding ceremony 
and to all of you who came to the mar-
riage ceremony and reception. God bless 
everyone for your support.

  Luz, Diana and family

Thank you to everyone who made this 
a productive summer at UniPlace! For 
the many, many folks who tore down 
walls, removed and carried pews, salvaged 
pew parts for repairing the better pews, 
cleaned floors, carried chairs, washed 
toys in the nursery, hauled off salvaged 
carpentry goods, reorganized the larger, 
sunnier, AIR CONDITIONED!! nursery, 
and helped set up our new family area in 
the sanctuary—you are a blessing to the 
whole church. A special thanks, of course, 
goes to Derryl Singley who had one of his 
busiest property-improvement summers 
ever. For working with the electricians, 
floor installers, and many volunteers, we 
THANK YOU, DERRYL!September Worship

You are encouraged to come prepared for worship each week as we move back into 
the sanctuary. Below you will find the assigned Gospel texts for each week, as well as 
sermon titles or worship themes. The chancel choir returns to worship on September 
10 with the sounds of Billy Sunday style familiar hymns. Come tap your toes to Angel 
Band, Whispering Hope and Bright Canaan!

Date Preacher  Gospel   Title

Sept 3  Kris Light Matthew 16:21-28 No Buts about It

Sept 10  Kris Light Matthew 18:15-20 Be Reconciled

Sept 17  Kris Light Matthew 18:21-35 No, Seriously, Be Reconciled

Sept 24 Chris Schilling  Matthew 20:1-16  Ministries of Welcome and 
      Reconciliation

Off to the Start of a Good Semester
On the Sunday before classes began a crew of church members helped serve ice cream 
and home-baked goodies to U of I students headed to Quad Day. We had wonderful 
conversations with students and community members both at the Quad Day booth 
on campus staffed by our Minister for Campus and Community, Chris Schilling, and 
at our Ice Cream Social along the sidewalk at Wright Street. With the help of artist 
Suzanne Loechl and student interns for this term, Megan Reinhold and Luke Brana-
man, we also decorated the sidewalk with chalk and got other students to join in the 
fun. Check out the church Facebook page to see photos from Chalk the Walk, Quad 
Day, and our Ice Cream Social.

Story Telling Weekend 
October 21-22
Saturday October 21 and Sunday October 
22 we will welcome back Rev. Rebecca 
Anderson of Gilead Church, Chicago. 
Last year Rebecca led us in a storytelling 
workshop followed by Sunday evening 
storytelling performances. We will have a 
new theme for exploring the power of our 
own true stories this year, as we reflect and 
grow into people with a heart for others.

Many who attended the storytelling per-
formance last fall said they would be sure 
to register for the workshop next time, 
so as not to miss out on Rebecca’s terrific 
coaching skills! Contact Pastor Kris for 
more information and get the word out 
about this opportunity to grow and learn!
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Fancy, Mammoth Pecan Halves - natural 13.00

Fancy Medium Pecan pieces - natural 13.00

Light Walnut Halves and Pieces - mixed 10.00

Black Walnut Pieces - medium broken 11.00

Deluxe Mixed Nuts - no peanuts, roasted, salted 13.00

Giant Whole Cashews - roasted and salted 13.00

Colossal Natural Pistachios - Roasted and salted 11.00

Whole Almonds - Roasted and salted 10.00

Turkish Apricot Halves 8.00

Spice Party Mix 8.00

Honey Roasted Peanuts 8.00

Honey Roasted Cashews 12.00

Praline Pecans 12.00

Heart Healthy Nut Mix 9.00

Fruit and Nut Mix 9.00

Tropical Blend 9.00

Almond Cranberry Nut Mix 9.00

Harvest Medley Mix 11.00

Sweet and Salty Trail Mix 8.00

Milk Chocolate Coated Pecans 12.00

Milk Chocolate Coated Giant Cashews 12.00

Milk Chocolate Coated Jumbo Raisins 8.00

Milk Chocolate Bridge Mix (Fruit and Nut) 9.00

Dark Chocolate Almonds 10.00

Milk Chocolate Coated Almonds 10.00

Milk Chocolate Coated Peanuts 8.00

Giant Malted Milk Balls 9.00

Dark Chocolate Cranberries 8.00

Mixed Chocolate Cranberries 9.00

Gummi Bears 8.00

Milk Chocolate Pecan Clusters (9 oz) 10.00

Mint Meltaways (8 oz) 9.00

Dark Chocolate Sea Salt Caramels (8 oz) 10.00

Dark Chocolate Mint Patties (8 oz) 10.00

Dark Chocolate Peanut Butter Melts/Sea Salt (8 oz) 10.00

Giant Salted Cashews (gift tin) 16.00

Deluxe Mixed Nuts (gift tin) 16.00

Smoked Peanuts            NEW 13.00

Wasabi Almonds           NEW 10.00

Chipotle Mixed Nuts     NEW 10.00

Mixed Yogurt Raisins     NEW 8.00

Cocoa Almonds             NEW 10.00

All items 1 lb. bags unless otherwise noted

Holiday baking needs will be filled if you buy your nuts from 
Disciples Women this year.

We will taking orders for nuts only during the months of 
September and October. This company needs more time 
to process our order. The order will be sent in on November 
3, 2017.

You can e-mail your order to Judy Leeper at judyleeper1@ya-
hoo.com, use this form and give to Judy at church, or call her 
at (217) 367-5948.

Oh, nuts!
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September Birthdays
6 - Tyler Leasher
9 - Judy Leeper
11 - Reneé Carter
14 - Donna Martin
16 - Grant Collins, Marcus Carter
21 – Alexis Branaman
22 - Ola Luther
23 - Leslie Williams
30 - Stanley Haney

(If you know of a birthday that is before September 
30 and is not on this list, please let the church 
office know

Scheduled Events For The Month
Sunday, September 3
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:00 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal 
10:00 a.m. – Worship

Monday, September 4
Labor Day
Office Closed

Tuesday, September 5
10:00 a.m. – Open Door Ministry
1:00 p.m. – Disciples women

Wednesday, September 6
6:00 p.m. – Community Dinner 
6:30 p.m. – Jubilee rehearsal
7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir

Saturday, September 9
1:00 p.m. – Choir retreat

Sunday, September 10
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:00 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal 
9:15 a.m. – Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m. – Worship

Tuesday, September 12
10:00 a.m. – Open Door Ministry

Wednesday, September 13
5:15 p.m. – Trustees
6:00 p.m. – Community Dinner 
6:30 p.m. – Jubilee rehearsal
7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir

Saturday, September 16
10:00 a.m. – Day of Service

Sunday, September 17
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:00 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal 
9:15 a.m. – Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m. – Worship
11:00 a.m. – Board Meeting

Tuesday, September 19
10:00 a.m. – Open Door Ministry

Wednesday, September 20
6:00 p.m. – Community Dinner 
6:30 p.m. – Jubilee rehearsal
7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir

Friday, September 22
4:00 p.m. – The Messenger Deadline

Sunday, September 24
9:00 a.m. – Coffee Fellowship
9:00 a.m. – Jubilee Rehearsal 
9:15 a.m. – Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m. – Worship
4:00 p.m. – Beer & Theology

Tuesday, September 26
10:00 a.m. – Open Door Ministry

Wednesday, September 27
The Messenger Mailed Out 
6:00 p.m. – Community Dinner
6:30 p.m. – Jubilee rehearsal
7:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir

Directory Changes
Please make the following cumulative 
changes to your Directory (listed from 
newest to oldest with changes in BOLD):

Change: Sam Felton, East Green 
House, 101 W. Windsor Rd., 
Urbana, IL  61802

Deceased: Bernie Archer

Change: Charles Graves, 101 W. 
Windsor Road, Rm 2205, Ur-
bana 61802

Change: Carolyn Hubert is now 
Carolyn Jones

Deceased: Wilma Lewis

Correction: Judy Ridlen, drjer-
idlen48@gmail.com

Add: Melony E. Barrett, 911 
S. Wabash Ave., Urbana, 
IL  61801, melony.barrett@
gmail.com

Add: Jeremy & Emily Tide-
mann, 701 W. Indiana Ave., 
Apt. 2, Urbana, IL  61801, 
308-249-5010

Add: Rob & Emily Telford, 2019 
Macon St., Mahomet, IL  
61853, rob.telford.midam-
erica@gmail.com, emily.
sandy@fisherk12.org, 494-
0985

relationships suffer as we enter a cycle of offense, challenge, rebuff, and entrenchment. 
As the person with the power in the relationship with my daughter, I could have de-
fended myself with “get over it, don’t be so sensitive,” or I could have said, “I’m the 
one buying the dress, you’ll have to listen to me and take my word for it.” Already 
offended, she would have been further demeaned by my choice to exercise my power 
over her, rather than listen to her side of this story. Love, of course, does not behave 
that way. In the same way, I could walk away from a long-standing friendship rather 
than muster the humility to try to see the wounding exchange from the friend’s point 
of view. But Christian discipleship requires us to do the challenging work of reconcili-
ation. That means having some hard conversations. That means admitting we can 
be in the wrong even when we didn’t set out to do harm to another. That means … 
Christ calls us to humble ourselves enough to take on the form of another and see the 
life we share from their point of view.

This September, let’s be pro-reconciliation, that the world will know we are Christians 
by our love, by our love.

      See you in church, 

      Pastor Kris

Reflections from page 8
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Week of Compassion
Monday, August 28, 2017

Sometime in the middle of last week, I started tracking Tropical 
Storm Harvey - an “interesting” and “unusual” storm in the Gulf 
of Mexico. Over the next two days, the storm rapidly increased 
in strength from a tropical storm to a hurricane, the descriptors 
also increased in severity.

By this morning, newscasters were becoming adept at finding 
synonyms for “catastrophic.” No words seem to communicate the 
extent, the severity, the unprecedented reality of the situation in 
Texas. A good contender is “cataclysmic” - meaning, in various 
uses, “a sudden and momentous event marked by overwhelming 
upheaval and demolition,” or “related to a deluge.”

Harvey and its ongoing effects are certainly marked by over-
whelming upheaval and undoubtedly relate to a deluge. As a 
disaster, it is the most severe weather event in the United States 
in over a decade. It will be days before the storm passes, months 
before we have a sense of the total damage, and years before the 
affected communities really recover.

According to recent FEMA estimates, more than 400,000 house-
holds have sustained damage, including dozens of families from 
our Disciples churches near where Harvey made landfall and 
in the greater Houston area. Several Disciples church buildings 
have also been damaged in the storm. At the time of landfall, 
and during the several hours of sustained Hurricane force winds, 
Iglesia Cristiana Betania lost their roof and had water damage to 
the sanctuary. Cypress Creek Christian Church in Spring, TX has 
severe flooding, and presumably several other churches across 
the Houston area do as well. (“Presumably,” because roads to the 
churches have been impassable, preventing confirmation of the 
damage pastors and members suspect.)

The more than 50 inches of rain have caused cascading emer-
gency situations. The reservoirs that help control water flow in 
the bayous (which under typical conditions helps prevent flood-
ing), are beyond capacity, causing flooding behind the dams and 
necessitating the release of water into bayous already running 
high. Creeks and streams continue to rise. Along the Brazos River, 
levees have been insufficient to hold back the cresting waters. 
As several of our Disciples pastors in the area have told me, “it’s 
bad, and it keeps getting worse.”

Another definition of cataclysmic comes to my mind, though, as 
I think of all I have heard from our friends and colleagues: from 
geology: “related to a sudden physical action producing changes.” 
True, the connotation of the word is still usually negative, but it 
brings to my mind a positive association as well. Disciples across 
the state (and, really, far beyond the boundaries of Texas) have 
taken actions that have produced changes.

Pastors, trapped in their houses by flooded streets - sometimes 
battling the water from their very doorsteps with trenches, buckets, 
and whatever means available - have ministered to their anxious 
and scattered congregations, through virtual prayer services, 
phone calls, and offers of shelter, if people can reach them safely.

Friends living thousands of miles away have connected people 
in need to people with resources who could help. Those few 

Sanctuary Changes
Derryl Singley, Property and Facilities Team

Over the summer, while we worshiped in the Chapel, changes were 
made in the sanctuary. Most noticeable was the re-configuration 
of the pews. Some pews were removed and some damaged ones 
were replaced with pews that were being removed.

A row was removed to create another isle mid-sanctuary and a 
little further back a row has shortened pews to create an inset 
for individuals with a wheel chair or walker.

Four rows of pews were removed in the back to create gathering 
areas and all the pews under the side balconies were removed. 
The areas under the side balconies now have carpet and the 
south balcony will become an area for mothers with babies or 
small children, as well as people not comfortable in the pews.

The most notable change has been the removal of the two front 
rows of pews and moving the privacy railing back. Removal of 
these rows has given five more feet of space in front of the steps of 
the chancel to better accommodate weddings and musical events.

Earlier this week the floors in the narthex, sanctuary and chan-
cel were refinished. After removal of the front rows of pews and 
moving the rail, the old, brown, asbestos  tile was not visually 
acceptable next to the slate and would now be subjected to foot 
traffic it never had experienced before.

Because of the timing of several upcoming events, the removal 
of those tiles can not be scheduled until the week of October 
16th. Since the tiles and adhesive contain asbestos, the sanctu-
ary will be closed to everyone during that week until the 
abatement of hazardous material is completed. On Sunday 
the 22nd, there will be two areas with bare concrete and safety 
barriers. The replacement tile will be installed the following week 
of October 23rd.

Thank you for your patience and consideration. I also want to 
again thank the volunteers for all the hard work that helped in 
bringing about these changes.

Continued on page 7

Web Messenger
You can receive an electronic version (PDF) of The Messenger. If 
you request notification, you will get an e-mail telling you the 
issue is posted on the website and available for download.

The mailed copy is printed only in black and white, but the PDF 
file is still produced in the original, full color.

Go to www.uniplace.org/the-messenger-newsletter/. Scroll 
down and fill out the request form so you will be notified when 
the new issue is available. The web version saves the church the 
cost of printing and mailing your copy of The Messenger, plus 
you will get the news faster.
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Serving Schedule
Sunday, September 3, 2017
Elders – Elizabeth Slifer and Richard Hertel
Diaconate – Team Hope: Molingo Bokamba, Ellie Broyles, 

Bryce Compton, Calie Compton, Bruce Reardanz, Deb Rear-
danz, Ann Smith

Communion Ministry – Judy Leeper
Liturgist – Renée Potter Broyles
Flower Delivery – Molingo Biokamba
Sound Technician – Fred Cook
Hospital Calling For Week – Jim Trefzger

Sunday, September 10, 2017
Elders – Delré Smith and Cele Otnes
Diaconate – Team Love: Melony Barrett, Lucas Branaman, 

Jarad, Busby, Joelle Busby, Fred Fechtmann, Judy Leeper, 
Richard Lindstrom, Bill Strutz

Communion Ministry – Bryce Compton
Liturgist – Ed Taylor
Flower Delivery – Deb Reardanz
Sound Technician – Dorie Trefzger
Hospital Calling For Week – Cele Otnes

Sunday, September 17, 2017
Elders – Renée Potter Broyles and Kevin Price
Diaconate – Team Hope: Molingo Bokamba, Ellie Broyles, 

Bryce Compton, Calie Compton, Bruce Reardanz, Deb Rear-
danz, Ann Smith

Communion Ministry – Jeremy Tideman
Liturgist – Caley Compton
Flower Delivery – Fred Fechtmann
Sound Technician – Lucas Branaman
Hospital Calling For Week – Delré Smith

Sunday, September 24, 2017
Elders – Eric Freyfogle and Kay Mahannah
Diaconate – Team Love: Melony Barrett, Lucas Branaman, 

Jarad, Busby, Joelle Busby, Fred Fechtmann, Judy Leeper, 
Richard Lindstrom, Bill Strutz

Communion Ministry – Lucas Branaman
Liturgist – Jane Freyfogle
Flower Delivery – Laurie Dayton
Sound Technician – Jeremy Tideman
Hospital Calling For Week – Elizabeth Slifer

Communion to residential members for the month of September:
 Kay Mahannah, Jim Trefzger, Jane Heaton, Eric Freyfogle

who had passable roads have taken blankets and towels to the 
evacuation shelters.

As of 9:30 p.m. Central, Kingwood Christian Church was hous-
ing 70 people who were evacuated from the rising waters of 
Lake Houston, according to Pastor Amber Mattingly. Neighbors 
provided food and supplies, and so far, the power has stayed on. 
Even with the anxiety of the evacuation and the pressing task of 
finding 70+ air mattresses, those gathered at KCC took a moment 
to celebrate a birthday, complete with a cupcake and candle.

On the opposite side of the Houston metro area, Pastor Heather 
Tolleson is trapped in her house in Katy. She said to Week of 
Compassion staff earlier today: “I can’t get out. But when the 
storm passes in a few days we will use our church [First Chris-
tian Church, Katy] as a site for healing and to help rebuild our 
community. There is a rainbow on the other side of the storm.”

The last few days have been grim and heartbreaking. At the same 
time, we have witnessed once again the incredible power of com-
passion, generosity, and love of one another. As area minister for 
the Coastal Plains Area wrote earlier today, “We know that such 
a catastrophic disaster will take a very long season of recovery, 
and being bathed in the love and care from brothers and sisters 
in Christ will be instrumental in our healing and reclaiming of 
the peace and wholeness we all desire.”

Week of Compassion will continue to be in communication 
with Disciples in the affected areas and to monitor the ongoing 
situation. Together with the area and region, we are working to 
get support to the families and churches that have experienced 
damage from the floods. We are also looking toward long-term 
recovery, which we anticipate will take several years. Harvey 
has been cataclysmic, but we, followers of a Christ who broke 
even the bonds of death, know about actions that produce great 
change. We will continue to act, together.

Please consider donating to Week of Compassion to support these 
communities that have been impacted by Hurricane Harvey.  
100% of your gifts designated for Hurricane Harvey will provide 
immediate relief and long-term rebuilding in the days, weeks, 
and years ahead. Thank you.

Compassion from page 6

What Can We Do for Houston?
On Sunday, September 3 and Sunday, September 10 we will collect 
special offerings for Week of Compassion. Week of Compassion 
is already in the process of working with churches and partner 
agencies in the flood affected areas to determine the best ways 
to offer assistance. The most effective way to meet immediate 
needs is to stay put and send cash through Week of Compassion 
to provide what is needed.

On Saturday, September 16, as part of the Community Day of 
Service we will have a “Bucket Brigade” party where we will fill 
large buckets with the cleaning supplies needed by homeowners 
returning to their flood-affected homes. Church World Service will 
be providing these supplies as needed from the warehoused kits 
they have on hand, and will be in need of them for quite some 
time. Go online to http://cwskits.org/assemble-kits/emergency-
cleanup-buckets/to see a list of donated items we will be collecting.
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Every September members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are reminded of our com-
mitment to be an anti-racist, pro-reconciling church. Through prayerful study, careful reflection, 
long discussion and finally formal deliberation (many years ago) in our General Assembly, we have 
declared that racism is not just “another opinion,” it is sin. Sin. We’re against that. We’re anti-that. 
So, what does it mean to actively live as an anti-racist church? 

First, it means we don’t pretend to be neutral on the subject. We take a “pro” stand. We are pro-
reconciliation because we are anti-racist, anti-sin. Taking the scripture seriously, we declare that in Christ the “dividing 
wall of hostility” is broken down. In the texts from the Gospel of Matthew which fill the lectionary cycle this September, 
Jesus keeps returning to the importance of actively working toward reconciliation to break down the walls between 
offended people and the offenders, between people of different racial, religious and ethnic classes in ancient society, 
between members of the family of faith who have had disagreements. His teaching walks us through the process of 
breaking down that dividing wall of hostility. Please be in worship this September and reflect on those teachings with me.

This week my Facebook feed is filled with hostility. Real, tangible, snarky and nasty hostility. About football music. About 
statues. About flags. About…you get the idea. The common theme in the posts I am reading is not self-reflection and 
a desire to work toward reconciliation which we are called to as the Church. Instead, it is name-calling, digging in of 
heels, and threats of breaking off relationships. Which is startling to me. Because the common theme with the retired 
football music and symbols and the Confederate statues and flags is that the decisions to remove them are being made 
intentionally (by university chancellors, athletic directors, southern governors, city councils, etc.) as first steps in mov-
ing toward a pro-reconciling, anti-racist culture. They are attempts to acknowledge painful mistakes of our collective 
past, confess sin, and move toward valuing the stories of all people, not just the stories of those who hold the majority 
or those who buy the most tickets or organize the most effective voting bloc.

Years ago, I was shopping with one of my daughters. I said something I believed was complimentary, but which she 
made very clear to me had hurt her feelings. Another time, I said something to a friend which I thought was funny, 
and found out much later offended him deeply. These incidents happen to all of us, and sometimes we dig in our heels 
and puff up our chests and blame the offended party for taking our words the wrong way. If this happens repeatedly, 

Continued on page 5


